Sunday, September 6, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Exodus 12:1-14
“Contflicit”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer these questions: “What comes to mind when someone mentions ‘church
clothes’? What does your concept of ‘church clothes’ say about how you think of
the church? Is it important to you that others have the same idea of ‘church
clothes’”?

Exodus 12:1-14 Context. After receiving his commission from God, Moses
returns to Egypt, and together with his brother Aaron makes his case to Pharaoh to
let the Hebrews go free: God requires them to worship him on his holy mountain.
Pharaoh refuses. There follows a series a contests between Moses and Pharaoh’s
wise men, the first nine plagues, by the end of which even Pharaoh’s advisors are
convinced that Moses clearly has powers far superior to their own. Pharaoh still
refuses to free the Israelites. The tenth, final, and most deadly plague is visited
upon Egypt: the death of the firstborn of all people and animals, from Pharaoh on
down. In this week’s reading, God gives instructions to Moses and Aaron to protect
the Hebrews from the angel of death. The instructions given here are rather precise
and detailed, and disrupt the drama of the narrative. Scholars generally believe that
the form of the Passover celebration given here comes from the period after the
Babylonian Exile, rather than from the time of Moses, some seven centuries earlier.
Passover becomes for “the whole congregation” a “day of remembrance.” In
biblical terms this is not just an occasion for the community to reflect on the deeds
of the past, but more importantly, an occasion to recommit themselves to the God
who has in turn “remembered” the covenant made with them and now gives them
their freedom from slavery. Jesus at his last supper with his disciples reinterprets
the Passover event, making himself the paschal sacrifice that saves his followers;
and the freedom he gives becomes the freedom from the slavery of sin and death.

Read Exodus 12:1-14
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Exodus 12:1-14 again. Write down your thoughts, or share them with the
person or group you are with.



Group Dialogue (Approximately 30 minutes). You likely won’t get through all the
questions in the time you have together. Consider inviting group members to work
through any remaining questions on their own throughout the week.

+  Read Exodus 12:1-14. Invite participants to have the scripture in front of
them, either in a Bible, on a phone app, or printed on paper. Introduce the
passage by saying that it comes after nine plagues have affected Pharaoh and
the Egyptians because Pharaoh is unwilling to release the Hebrew people
from slavery. They’ve been warned about a tenth and final plague (chapter
11), and this passage describes the instructions that Moses and Aaron give to
God’s people, the Hebrews.

This gory and dramatic story is central to the self-understanding of the
Hebrew (and later understood to be Israelite/Jewish) people. What
kind of conflict do you envision in this story?

How do you see grace emerging amid the gruesome scene?

If this were the only passage of scripture in which we could
understand God’s character, what would we know about God?

+  Read Matthew 18:15-20 aloud, inviting group members to pay attention to
how they see the church described.

Matthew is the only gospel writer who uses the word “church,” and
the word is present only here and in Matthew 16, where Jesus tells
Peter he’s going to be the foundation of the church. Knowing that the
“church” is discussed in much more detail in the book of Acts, what
does this passage point to in relation to how the church is made up or
functions?

What does this passage indicate about conflict? How does it point to
reconciliation in a community?

“Despite centuries of church history, I don’t think these words (of Matthew 18:17)
permit us to cut anyone off. Instead, we treat them, the sinners, the breakers of the
covenant, with love and invitation. We are always trying to heal what is broken.
We might have to change tactics in dealing with those who refuse to be a part of
the community. Jesus treated those inside the community much differently from
those outside. He was worse with those inside—worse as in harder on; worse as in
having higher expectations; worse as in ready to call them out and point out their
failings. The outsider was encouraged and invited, challenged to be sure, but with
love and gentleness.”


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=72&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=72&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading

*  How do you interpret these words about conflict within a church
community? Where have you encountered a conflict in a Christian setting
that was handled with love and gentleness?

+  Taking the discussion today into consideration, how do you understand
God’s hope for God’s people (the church) in conflict?

*  Just One Thing: Conflict can creep into a church community in little or big
ways. What is one thing you can pray for or one action you can take to work
toward reconciliation?

*  Going Deeper on Your Own: This week, consider studying one of the other
lectionary texts in the following pattern:

+  Prayerfully ask God to open your eyes to the scripture. (Psalm 119:18)

* Read the text of your choice (Psalm 149, Ezekiel 33:7-11, Psalm
119:33-40, Romans 13:8-14) out loud.

*  What do you notice about the text?

*  What questions arise?

*  What do you think God might be saying to you in this text?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all have shared, end by praying the following, or
a similar prayer:

O God, we call upon you and trust that you hear our prayers. Will you make us
aware of your presence this week? Even now, will you give us insight into what it
means to walk in your ways and encounter you? We want to be people of praise
who give thanks to you and honor your name in every circumstance. Thank you for
your willingness to meet us face-to-face. May we do the same. In the name of the
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it 1s in Heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



