Sunday, August 30, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Exodus 3:1-15
“Acceptance”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “Have you ever had a strange experience where you encountered God? If
not, how would you define an encounter with God?”

Exodus 3:1-15 Context. Raised at the court of Pharaoh, Moses finds himself at
odds with the powers that be after killing an Egyptian who had been beating one of
the Hebrew slaves. He fled to Midian, the northern part of the Arabian peninsula
(east of the Jordan river and south of the Dead Sea) where he married Zipporah,
the daughter of Jethro. According to rabbinic tradition, Moses remained in Midian
for 40 years before he was called by God to lead the Israelites to freedom, the
focus of this week’s reading. The mountain of God, where Moses received his call
is named ‘Horeb’ in this passage, and ‘Sinai’ elsewhere. Moses is not eager to take
up the task God has called him to do, and makes excuses. But God will have none
of it. As part of the conversation, God reveals the sacred name to Moses: | AM
WHO I AM, as it is explained; YHWH (or JHVH) as it is abbreviated and
transliterated. The name itself reveals little about God, but it becomes the great |
AM that from then on is a sign of God’s self-revelation. Although the four-letter
name of God was pronounced ‘Yahweh’ (or ‘Jahveh’), it was considered so sacred
that a circumlocution came to be used by the Jewish community: Adonai, which
translates ‘my Lord.” In some English-language Bibles today, the sacred name is
represented by ‘LORD?’ all in capital letters. In Hebrew Bibles the four consonants
of the sacred name are pointed (i.e. given an indication of vocalization underneath
the consonants) with the vowels of ‘adonai’ to remind the reader of which name to
pronounce. The translators of the King James Bible, following precedents going
back several hundred years, combined the Hebrew consonants of the sacred name
with the vocalization of ‘adonai,’ resulting in a unique name for God:

‘JeHoVaH’.

Read Exodus 3:1-15
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?



Read Exodus 3:1-15 again. Write down your thoughts, or share them with the
person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue (Approximately 30 minutes). You may not get through all the
questions in the time you have together. Consider inviting group members to work
through any remaining questions on their own throughout the week.

+ Read Exodus 3:1-15. Invite participants to have the scripture in front of
them, either in a Bible, on a phone app, or printed on paper. Before this
chapter, Moses had been rescued from his floating basket in the Nile River
(placed there by a desperate mother) by Pharaoh’s daughter and raised in the
household of Pharaoh. He had killed an Egyptian for beating a Hebrew (his
kinfolk) and had run away to Midian, where he married. After reading
Exodus 3:1-15, ask the following questions:

«  Where do you see openness in Moses’s response to this strange/
miraculous occurrence?

«  Where do you see resistance in Moses?

«  If'this were the only passage in scripture in which we could
understand God’s character, what would we know about God?

+ Read Matthew 16:21-28. Immediately before this passage, Peter had
declared that Jesus was the Messiah (Matthew 16:16) and was blessed for
having this revelation from God. Peter is also told that “You are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
agamst it” (16:18).

What do we learn about Peter in verses 21-23?

«  How do you account for the shift in how Jesus speaks about Peter
from the previous section (vv. 13-20) to this section?

«  What is at the heart of Jesus’ instruction to the disciples in verses
24-28?

“Acceptance. We don’t know whether that is what Moses came to as he trudged out
of his desert sanctuary and headed back to the scene of his crime [of murdering an
Egyptian who was beating a fellow Hebrew]. But somewhere along the line, he
claimed the call laid on him there in the glow of the burning bush. Somewhere in
the courts of Pharaoh, he accepted what he was there to do. Somewhere in the face
of the rejection and suspicion from his own people [the Hebrews]..., he accepted
the burden and the joy of being where God wanted him to be. It can’t have been an
easy process, this coming to acceptance. It rarely is. Just ask Peter.”
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+  How do you see acceptance in Moses’s story?

*  What about Peter’s story? Can you see acceptance? If not, what questions do
you think Peter might be wrestling with?

* In the Exodus passage and the Matthew passage, there is a promise/
invitation of relationship between the Divine and the human. How do you
understand the promise about God’s presence in Exodus 3 and the invitation
to follow Jesus in Matthew 16?

*  Just One Thing: What is one thing that God might be inviting you to do/
accept/acknowledge today?

*  Going Deeper on Your Own: This week, consider studying one of the other
lectionary texts in the following pattern:

«  Prayerfully ask God to open your eyes to the scripture. (Psalm 119:18)

+  Read the selected text [Psalm 105:106, 23-26, 45b; Jeremiah
15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8, Romans 12:9-21] out loud.

«  What do you notice about the text?

«  What questions arise?

«  What do you think God might be saying to you in this text?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all have shared, end by praying the following, or
a similar prayer:

God of the burning bush and of the quiet knowing, speak to us in strange and
commonplace ways. Tune our hearts to hear your voice and give us courage and
curiosity to take off our shoes and come closer. When we hear your invitation to
come and follow, will you fill us with a sense of your loving presence so that we
can courageously take up our cross and follow you? Thank you for being a God
who speaks in whatever language is necessary. In Christ’s name, Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....
Our Father who art in Heaven

hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
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on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



