Sunday, July 19, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Romans 8:12-25
“Wait with Eager Longing”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer these questions: “Who in your life demonstrates patience? What does that
patience look like?”

Romans 8:12-25 Context. Again this week, these few verses from Paul’s letter to
the Romans could be the subject of a lengthy dissertation. Here he touches on
several topics, summing up his argument and introducing a couple of key notions:
when we live by the Spirit, we are children of God and heirs with Christ of God’s
kingdom of love, justice, peace, blessing. And our decision to live by the Spirit has
cosmic implications, as well: then all creation will be set free from the bondage —
read: corruption, disharmony, violence — that followed the disobedience of Adam
and Eve. This is the glory to which “the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing.”

Read Romans 8:12-25
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Romans 8:12-25 again. Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts
with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue

You likely won’t get through all the questions in your time together. Consider
inviting group members to work through any remaining questions on their own
throughout the week.

In verses 12-17, Paul writes about those who are “children of God.” Make a list of
what you see noted in these scriptures related to this idea.

«  How do you understand the concept of being a child of God and a
joint heir with Jesus? What is one aspect of this that you readily
accept? Is there any part of it that is more challenging?

«  Read again Romans 8:19-23. What does this text say about creation?

«  In which of the following ways do you view creation?



«  Something to enjoy (and what do you mean by enjoy?)
«  Something to steward
«  Something to restore
«  Something else?
*  The Preaching Notes for July 19 say:
“To approach God, we need a better sense of ourselves. We need a proper
perspective on who we are. One of the places to grasp that perspective is in
the contemplation of nature. You can’t stand on the rim of the Grand Canyon
and not be humbled by the grandeur and beauty of the place, overwhelmed
by the forces of time and nature that carved this natural wonder.”
«  How does spending time in nature provide a perspective of who God
is, especially in relationship to who we are?
*  Psalm 139 points to an intimacy with which God knows us. Read Psalm
139:1-12, 23-24 aloud and invite group members to allow a verse to become
a prayer for the week.
+ Read again Romans 9:24-25. What is the relationship between hope and
patience? How could you connect this idea to creation?
*  Just One Thing: What one thing could you do this week to embrace patience
in an aspect of your life?~~ ~~
*  Going Deeper on Your Own: This week, consider studying one of the other
lectionary texts in the following pattern:
«  Prayerfully ask God to open your eyes to the scripture. (Psalm 119:18)
« Read the text of your choice (Genesis 28:10-19a, Psalm 139:1-12,
23-24, Romans 8:12-25, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) out loud.
«  What do you notice about the text?
«  What questions arise?
«  What do you think God might be saying to you in this text?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all have shared, end by praying the following, or
a similar prayer:

Oh God, you have searched us and know us. You adopted us as your children.
There is nowhere we can go away from your Spirit or flee from your presence.
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Forgive us for preferring our way over yours. Would you grow the spiritual fruit of
patience in our lives, so that we might be people of hope, awaiting your full
restoration? Thank you for your grace that sustains us as we wait. In the name of
Christ, our Savior, we pray, Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



