Sunday, June 7, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Genesis 12:1-9
“To Be a Blessing”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer the question, “What do you think God’s voice sounds like?”

Genesis 12:1-9 Context. The story of the Bible is the story of the relationship
between God and God’s people. The story really takes off when God liberates the
people of Israel from bondage in Egypt. But just as the United States has a “pre-
history” leading up to the Revolution, so the book of Genesis tells the “pre-history’
of the people of Israel before the Exodus. A central figure in that prehistory is
Abram. Born in Ur in Mesopotamia (located in modern-day Iraq, 70 miles south of
Baghdad), Abram travelled with his father, his wife, and his extended family,
heading for the land of Canaan. They stopped for some time in Haran (in SW
Turkey). It was there that God spoke to Abram, making him the promise of this
week’s reading: Abram would come into a land, he would become a great nation,
and he would become a blessing to all the other peoples of the earth.
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Read Genesis 12:1-9
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Genesis 12:1-9 again. Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts
with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue
Read Genesis 12:1-9. Other scriptures for this week include Psalm 33:1-12,
Romans 4:13-25, and Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26.

*  Put together a profile of Abram and Sarai based on Genesis 12:1-9. What is
the “demographic” information about each of them? (Name, age, where they
live, where they go.)

*  Read the “Call” part of this text again, Genesis 12:1-3. What are the
promises God gives to Abram?


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=59&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
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What questions emerge for you about the blessings that God promises
Abram and Sarai?

Notice that [Abram] didn’t get complete information about what he would
be doing or where he would be going. It would be revealed as he went.
‘Leave the familiar, God said, and go to a place that I will show you—not a
place I am showing you, not a place known to you, an unknown place.” That
is like life, don’t you think?

«  Have you ever been asked by God (or someone else—a parent, a
spouse, a work or school opportunity) to go to an unknown place—
literally or figuratively? What emotions, thoughts, or bodily
experiences emerge during a season of uncertainty?

This story connects three things: God’s call, new experiences, and blessings.
Explore how these come together by considering these questions:
«  How do you understand God’s call? Do you think everyone can hear
God’s call?
«  How do new experiences create space for God’s presence to be
noticed? What do new experiences produce in you?
« In this story, God says they are blessed and will be a blessing to all
nations. How do you understand being blessed and blessing others?

Just One Thing: What could you do in the week ahead to explore what it
means to be blessed to be a blessing to others?

Going Deeper on Your Own: This week, consider studying one of the other
lectionary texts using the following pattern:
«  Prayerfully ask God to open your eyes to the scripture (Psalm 119:18).
«  Read the text (Psalm 33:1-12, Romans 4:13-25, or Matthew 9:9-13,
18-26) out loud.
«  What do you notice about the text?
«  What questions arise?
«  What do you think God might be saying to you in this text?



Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Open our ears that we may hear your voice, O God. Open our eyes that we may see
your invitations to your Spirit. Open our hearts that we may receive your blessings
and keep them open so that we may freely share them with others. Would you fill
us with faith to follow you into unknown places and give us the sensitivity to your
Spirit to know we’re not going it alone? In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



