Sunday, June 28, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Genesis 22:1-14
“God Will Provide”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “Have you ever been in a situation when you did not like any of the
options in front of you? When have you seen God provide in ways you could not
have imagined?”

Genesis 22:1-14 Context. The story of the binding of Isaac is absolutely central to
the understanding of the biblical notion of faithful obedience to God. At the age of
99 Abraham finally fathers a son by his wife Sarah; but he already had a son,
Ishmael, by Sarah’s slave, Hagar. Abraham is perfectly happy to let Ishmael be his
heir, but God, through Sarah, commands Abraham to turn him and his mother out
into the desert. Now God asks Abraham to offer his remaining son, Isaac, as a
burnt offering. The narrative is sparse, and the dialogue minimal. The story is told
against the backdrop of the Israelite understanding that while God requires the
offering of the first-born, God has also provided for the redemption of the first-
born by the offering of an animal. At the narrative level, of course, Abraham does
not know this. Nor does he know that what God has commanded is a “test.”
Neither does Isaac. At the same time, Abraham, through the very birth of Isaac in
fulfillment of God’s promise, trusts that God will provide, and that somehow, Isaac
will return from the mountain with him. Moriah is a symbolic name, which
tradition has come to associate with Mt. Zion and Jerusalem.

Read Genesis 22:1-14
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Genesis 22:1-14 again. Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts
with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue
Read Genesis 22:1-14. Other scriptures for this week include Psalm 13, Romans
6:12-23, and Matthew 10:40-42.
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After you read the text, invite group members to share the heading for this
passage from their Bible. If they don’t have a Bible with them, introduce
them to a Bible app for their phone or website [There are many available,
but some of the most common are: Bible app (by Life.church),
BibleGateway.com, or Logos].

*  What are some of the different headings for this passage? If your
group does not have much diversity in selection, share these common
translations with their headings:

+  “Binding of Isaac,” Common English Bible (CEB)

*  “The Sacrifice of Isaac”, English Standard Version (ESV)

+  “Abraham Tested,” New International Version (NIV)

+  “Abraham’s Faith Confirmed,” New King James Version
(NKJV)

*  “The Command to Sacrifice Isaac,” New Revised Standard
Version Updated Edition (NRSVUE)

*  Remember that a section heading in the Bible is a framing idea or
summary given by the interpretation committee for the translation
you’re using. Why do you think there are so many different headings
used for this story?

Identify the storyline in this text:
*  Who is involved in this story?
*  What are they doing?
*  Where are they at various points in the story?
*  What are some impactful “quotes” for you in this interchange?

This is a challenging story, no matter which translation you read. The
promised son is forced to carry firewood and a knife up a mountain,
knowing that he and his father are trekking to make a sacrifice. While it is
uncomfortable to do so, imagine some of the thoughts or prayers that
Abraham may have been praying as he climbed the mountain.
+ Imagine some of the thoughts or emotions that Isaac may have been
experiencing as he climbed the mountain.

While most of the time it seems best to take texts from the [Old Testament/
Hebrew Scriptures] on their own, perhaps this one needs a Christian lens
through which we can look for meaning and even hope. Isaac carries the
wood for the sacrifice on his own back. When he asks his father where the
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lamb is, Abraham’s cryptic response is, ‘God will provide the lamb.’ The
pathos of this verse is heavy with the realization that Isaac was indeed
provided through miraculous means. But for us Christians, the sentence
echoes through the centuries to another mountain, not Moriah but Golgotha,
where the son carried the wood for his sacrifice and then became the lamb
that was slaughtered. We cannot read this text and not see that terrible grace,
that horrifying beauty, opening a door to salvation for all.”
*  How does this text point to Jesus for you? Does it change your
previous interpretation of this text to consider the comparison to
Jesus?

*  Just One Thing: What is one thing you could do as you consider a place in
your life that seems to have no good options?

*  Going Deeper on Your Own: This week, consider studying one of the other
lectionary texts in the following pattern:
+  Prayerfully ask God to open your eyes to the scripture. (Psalm 119:18)
*  Read the text (Psalm 13, Romans 6:12-23, Matthew 10:40-42) out
loud.
*  What do you notice about the text?
*  What questions arise?
*  What do you think God might be saying to you in this text?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God, there are parts of Abraham and Isaac’s story that are alarming. How could a
father prepare to sacrifice his son? How could a son carry the means of his own
sacrifice? And yet, the story is not lost on us as we consider Jesus, your son, who
carried his own cross. Jesus, will you help us to trust you more deeply to carry our
own crosses, and Spirit, will you give us eyes to see your Provision? In Christ’s
name, we pray. Amen.



And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



