
Sunday, June 21, 2026 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

Genesis 21:8-21 
 “Hearing the Voice” 

  
Open with a word of prayer 

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants 
answer, “If a child you cared about asked you how God hears our prayers, how 
would you answer? What does it mean for God to hear our prayers?” 
  
Genesis 21:8-21 Context. Before Sarah had conceived her son Isaac by Abraham, 
they had agreed that Abraham should take her slave girl Hagar as a wife and try to 
father offspring by her. When Hagar gave birth to a son, Sarah and Hagar had a 
falling out, and Sarah spurned Hagar. Later, after Sarah had given birth to a son, 
Isaac, and after Isaac was weaned, Sarah made Hagar and her son move. 
Elsewhere, we learn that Hagar’s son was named Ishmael. In the Qur’an, when this 
story is rehearsed, it is Ishmael who is the favored son and Isaac, the one who is 
spurned. The ancient desert tribes, the Bedouin, regarded Ishmael as their 
progenitor, as do modern-day Arabs.    

Read Genesis 21:8-21 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you 
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 

Read Genesis 21:8-21 again. Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts 
with the person or group you are with. 

Group Dialogue 
Read Genesis 21:8-21. Other scriptures for this week include Psalm 86:1-10, 
16-17, Romans 6:1b-11, and Matthew 10:24-39. 

• The scripture we’re focusing on this week may make people uncomfortable. 
For others, it may seem to have a clear interpretation. Encourage your group 
to be willing to explore challenging interpretations, trusting that they will 
learn more about the unique plan of redemption through Abraham.) 

• Remember the story of Hagar from Genesis 16? Sarai (who became Sarah) 
had an Egyptian slave named Hagar, whom she “gave” to her husband, 
Abram, to bear a child for her (Genesis 16:1-4). In today’s text, Sarah seems 
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to regret that action. Describe the action of each of the people from what you 
see in today’s text: 
• Sarah 
• Abraham 
• Hagar 
• “The boy” (born to Hagar and Abraham) 

• Focus on the actions of Abraham in this text: imagine some other possible 
responses that he could have made. What questions emerge as you look at 
Abraham’s actions? Use your imagination to explore why he might have 
done what he did. 

• How did God treat Hagar and “the boy”? What are some possible 
interpretations of God from this story? 

• That a mess has been made cannot be denied…That some are treated like 
property, to be used and cast aside, is true in this story and in our daily 
lives…It is into this world that the gospel is proclaimed. ‘And God heard the 
voice of the boy’ (Genesis 21:17 NRSV). There it is. God heard the voice: a 
promise and a hope. God heard. We are heard; the boy was heard; the 
woman was heard…When you are heard, you realize you aren’t alone. And 
out of that presence comes the ability to act; eyes can be opened to see 
resources, sustenance, and hope.” 
• How do you understand God hearing the voice of those who are most 

vulnerable, cast aside, or disadvantaged? 
• Have you ever experienced a time when you felt like God heard your 

cries? How did it change you? Did your circumstances change? 

• Just One Thing: What could you do in the week ahead to explore what it 
means for God to hear the cry of the needy? 

• Going Deeper on Your Own: This week, consider studying one of the other 
lectionary texts in the following pattern: 
• Prayerfully ask God to open your eyes to the scripture. (Psalm 119:18) 
• Read the text (Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17, Romans 6:1b-11, or Matthew 

10:24-39) out loud. 
• What do you notice about the text? 
• What questions arise? 
• What do you think God might be saying to you in this text? 
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Closing Reflection Question 

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be 
calling you to do? 

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, 
or a similar prayer:  

O, God, you are the one who hears the cries not heard by human ears. Our earthly 
existence reveals much injustice and harm in our world, even this very day. 
Forgive us, we pray, when we are participants. Make us aware of our complicity 
and sensitize our ears to hear the cries of the needy. And God, we also are the 
needy ones; give us confidence to pray again, to cry out again to you with the hope 
that you will again hear our voices and reveal your Presence. In the name of Jesus, 
we pray. Amen. 

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 

Our Father who art in Heaven  
hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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