Sunday, June 14, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7)
“A Miracle Called Laughter”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants

answer, “When is the last time you remember laughing really hard? What caused
it?”

Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) Context. As chapter 18 begins, God had already
promised to Abraham, even at the ripe old age of 99, that he would become the
father of a multitude of nations. It gave Abraham a chuckle, since he had no son. In
this week’s reading, we hear a confirmation of God’s promise and the fulfillment
of it. Woven into the story of God’s promise is the story of Abraham and Sarah’s
hospitality: they “entertain angels unawares.” In fact, even God appears in this
scene as one of the travelers. The balance of the story is really Sarah’s story: she
hears the promise of a son, and responds as Abraham had earlier. But her laugh of
disbelief becomes joy at the birth of Isaac.

Read Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7)
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) again. Write down your thoughts or share your
thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue
Read Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7). Other texts for this week are Psalm 116:1-2,
12-19, Romans 5:1-8, and Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23).

+  Set the stage by sharing the following before or after you read Genesis
18:1-15 and 21:1-7: This text shows God making and keeping a promise to
Abraham and Sarah. It is surprising, miraculous, and part of experiencing
God’s redeeming plan revealed in scripture: God shows up, invites us to
trust, and grace is present. This is a story that invites many different
emotional or logical responses. Be willing to hold several things in tension
and see if you can sense where God is present in the story and in your story.


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=60&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=60&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=60&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=60&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=60&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading

»  This story starts with three visitors approaching Abraham under the “great
trees of Mamre,” and Abraham offers generous hospitality. What do you
notice about the offering? What do you make of this offer?

*  What do you learn about Sarah in this story? What picture emerges from the
first part of the story about Sarah (18:1-15)? How does that impression
change or become stronger in the second part (21:1-7)

«  Laughter is integral to this story, both in the first part and in the second,
where they name the long-promised child “Laughter”—Isaac. Consider the
various emotional connections with laughter. When is it negative? When is it
positive? How is laughter in this story an encounter with God?

+  “Miracles aren’t meant to be explained or even understood. They are to be
received with joy and laughter. The grace of this moment is the wonder of
God acting in ways that stagger the imagination. And if we pay attention, our
imagination is staggered regularly.”

«  Paying attention is critical to God’s purposes (and promises) to be
revealed in this story. How do you understand—and cultivate—a
posture and practice of paying attention to God, to others, and to
yourself?

«  Just One Thing: What can you do this week to cultivate a posture of paying
attention—to God, to others, to yourself?

*  Going Deeper on Your Own: This week, consider studying one of the other
lectionary texts in the following pattern:
«  Prayerfully ask God to open your eyes to the scripture. (Psalm 119:18)
«  Read the text [Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Romans 5:1-8; Matthew
9:35-10:8, (9-23)] out loud.
«  What do you notice about the text?
«  What questions arise?
«  What do you think God might be saying to you in this text?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.



Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Dear God, Giver of Surprises! We confess that there are many times when we
expect things to be a certain way and don't pay full attention. We give thanks for
the reminder of the joy of laughter and pray that we will be people sensitive to
your Spirit who can join in your work with joy. May we have the humility to
receive your surprises with an open heart and give thanks for your unexpected
blessings. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



