Sunday, May 31, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Genesis 1:1-2:4a and Matthew 28:16-20
“Spirit in Partnership”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “When did you first learn about the Trinity? What do you remember about
God being Three-in-One?”

Genesis 1:1-2:4a Context. This week’s reading from Genesis is the first of two
accounts of the creation. It was probably added “at the front” of Genesis, so to
speak, providing a broader context for the second creation account, which tells the
story of Adam and Eve and their disobedience. Although this first account gives a
description of the physical universe, its purpose is not to give a scientific account,
but rather a moral account: when God looks at creation, he sees that it is good, not
that it is composed of hydrogen, oxygen, etc., in various quantities. The
Babylonians had a similar creation story, but the entire account is set in conflict
and chaos. Here, creation is the orderly result of the work of the sole and supreme
God. As the rabbis pondered this story, they came to the conclusion that creation
must have taken place in the fall, since it mentions that there were “trees of every
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it” (think apples and pomegranates). From
ancient times, Christians saw in this account the work of all three persons of the
Trinity: God the Father who creates through speaking the Word (Son of God, God
the Son), as a Wind ( same word as Spirit) from God (God the Holy Spirit) swept
over the waters. Additionally, when God goes to create a human being, God says,
“Let us make...”

Matthew 28:16-20 Context. In Matthew’s account of the resurrection, the risen
Jesus appeared to the women and told them to tell his other disciples to meet him
in Galilee. When they encounter him in Galilee, their reaction is one of reverence
mixed with doubt. What follows is commonly known as the Great Commission:
Jesus sends his followers to make disciples from among all the nations of the earth,
baptizing and teaching them. Matthew doesn’t tell us much about what kind of
baptism Jesus is talking about; he only gives us the threefold formula of “Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.” As for his teachings and sayings, they have been gathered
together by Matthew into five collections, beginning with that

“sermon” that Jesus preached on (another?) “mount” in Galilee.



Read Genesis 1:1-2:4a
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Genesis 1:1-2:4a again. Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts
with the person or group you are with.

Read Matthew 28:16-20
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Matthew 28:16-20 again. Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts
with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue
Genesis 1 provides a poetic description of creation. Where do you see elements of
partnership in this story of creation?

Where do you see partnership in Matthew 28:16-20? What does partnership look
like at the end of Jesus’ earthly life?

Matthew 28:16-20 includes the instruction to baptize disciples in “the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” This phrase is known as the
“Trinitarian Formula.” How does thinking of God as Trinity affect your
understanding of:
*  Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:4a; it may be helpful to also read John 1:1);
+  Baptism (Matthew 28:16-20; it may be helpful to also read about Jesus’
baptism in Matthew 3:13-17).

The preaching note for May 31 says, “Go and grow disciples. Invite them in
through the water of new creation in the name of the Trinity. And then teach them
that they are not done at baptism. They have only begun. Teach them everything I
have taught you.”

How do you feel about the idea that baptism is the starting place to grow as a
disciple? What does growing as a disciple mean to you at this point in your life?

The concept of Three-in-One and One-in-Three is challenging: three persons, one
God; one nature, three distinctions. How do you understand that unifying nature?



What character, personality, or attribute of God is visible in all three persons of the
Trinity?

Just One Thing: What can you do this week to grow as a disciple, knowing that the
Holy Spirit is with you?

Going Deeper on Your Own: This week, consider studying one of the lectionary
texts in the following pattern:

+  Prayerfully ask God to open your eyes to the scripture. (Psalm 119:18)

+ Read the text (Genesis 1:1-2:4a or Matthew 28:16-20) out loud.

*  What do you notice about the text?

*  What questions arise?

*  What do you think God might be saying to you in this text?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Triune God, we pause in awareness that there is much about your nature as Three-
in-One that feels complicated, confusing, or mysterious. But even in the mystery,
we can see unity of purpose that is rooted in Love and invites us into partnership.
Open our hearts and minds and equip our hands as we become co-creators with
you and grow as your disciples. We pray this in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.



Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



