
Sunday, May 3, 2026 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

John 14:1-14 
 “You Know the Way” 

  
Open with a word of prayer 

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or small groups, consider the dynamics 
behind doubt and certainty. (It’s entirely possible to be certain, and be wrong, you 
know.) How difficult (or not) is it for you to deal with ambiguity? 
  
John 14:1-14 Context. This week’s reading is taken from John’s account of Jesus 
with his disciples at their last supper together before his crucifixion. In John’s 
account, this last supper was not a Passover meal: there, Jesus’ crucifixion 
coincides precisely with the killing of the pascal lambs, which took place as part of 
the preparation for the Passover meal. Jesus’ last supper in John took place the day 
before. In place of the account of Jesus’ institution of the sacrament of communion 
that we find in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, John records that Jesus washed his 
disciples’ feet as a demonstration of his servanthood, and then, following the meal, 
that he spoke at length with his disciples about his imminent departure, a 
conversation often called his “Farewell Discourse.” As in many other passages in 
John, Jesus is able to elaborate on his teaching when his hearers (in this case, his 
disciples Thomas and Philip) misunderstand him.   

Read John 14:1-14 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you 
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 

Read John 14:1-14 again. Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with 
the person or group you are with. 

Group Dialogue 
• We tend to think of this passage in the context of funerals, but it really is 

missional in its intent. Ask participants to outline the steps in this 
conversation to better see where it leads. Title the following verses, for 
example, vv. 1, assurance. vv. 2-3, vv. 6-7, vv. 8-11, vv. 12-14, marching 
orders. 
  

• Think about the process in your congregation for disciple-making. What 
groups, classes, helps, resources, and mentors are in place to shepherd 
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members through the process of being assured of God, finding a safe place 
to learn and grow, direction for and assessment of gifts for ministry, and 
opportunities to use those gifts for the church and community? What role do 
you play in cultivating ministry, either to use your gifts or to nurture the gifts 
of others? If the church does not have such opportunities in place, what 
might you do? 
  

• The promise of Jesus in verse 12 is extravagant and extraordinary, but it 
must be possible if he has promised it. What does it mean that we are 
intended to “do greater works than I (Jesus) do because I (Jesus) go to the 
Father”? Consider that this is addressed not only to individuals, but to the 
group of disciples. 
  

• The next claim is also amazing: “I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified” (v 13). Note that this statement is qualified 
twice. What is asked must be in Jesus’ name and must glorify God. What 
does it mean to ask for something in this way? What sort of requests do you 
think would be acceptable? Unacceptable? Why? 

Closing Reflection Question 

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be 
calling you to do? 

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, 
or a similar prayer:  

Magnificent God, maker of extravagant promises and giver of amazing gifts, we 
thank you for the ways you lead us into your pathways and empower us to use our 
abilities for your kingdom. Inspire and embolden us for ministry in your name; 
gladden our spirits as we live out your mission. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 

Our Father who art in Heaven  
hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
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on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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