Sunday, April 26, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
John 10:1-10
“Knowing that Voice”

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or small groups, discuss what
“abundance” means to you. Is your notion different from anyone else’s? How do
you quantify “abundance” in intangible things?

John 10:1-10 Context. This week’s reading comes near the end of a section of
John’s Gospel that began with the episode of Jesus healing the man born blind.
That event caused quite a controversy between Jesus and the Pharisees, even
dragging the man and his parents into the fray. At the end of the day, the healed
man, cast out by the Pharisees, worshiped Jesus; and Jesus rebuked the Pharisees
for their own “blindness.” Jesus continued with the following discourse — aimed
directly at their hard-heartedness.

Read John 10:1-10
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read John 10:1-10 again. Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with
the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue
*  The Good Shepherd says that his sheep know his voice. How do you discern
the voice of God in the midst of so many competing ideologies, ideas, lies,
half-truths, promises, and assurances? What “voice” do you trust the most?

*  The Good Shepherd also says that he leads the sheep to “go in and go out.”
To where do you “go in and go out”? Where is the safety of the “sheepfold”
or “pasture” for you? How does respite there prepare you for going out?
What do you “go out” to do for the Good Shepherd?

+  Jesus said that whoever enters by him would be saved. What are you saved
from? What are you saved for? What difference does this make in your life
and your community day by day?



*  Following Christ, the Good Shepherd, is an exercise in abundant living.
What does this mean to you? If your life feels something other than
abundant, what needs to change? How might that happen? What disciplines
or spiritual practices will bring you more closely into the “sheepfold”? Is
this something you want? How diligently would you be willing to work at it
and for it?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Loving God of salvation and abundance, we yearn for your clear voice above the
din of dissension and chaos. Lead us into the safety of your fold so that we may be
empowered and equipped to go out into the world to be your bold and faithful
witnesses. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



