Sunday, March 29, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
Palm / Passion Sunday
“Marching Orders”
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 and Matthew 21:1-11

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer the question, “If you were going to be present at a parade, where would you
be? Seated on the lawn chair you brought from home, on the curb running out to
get candy, or on a float, waving at the crowd? Or somewhere else?”

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29. Context. This song of praise was probably originally used
to accompany a procession to the Temple in thanksgiving for God’s deliverance. It
was one of several psalms that came to be associated with Passover and the
celebration of God’s deliverance of the people from bondage in Egypt. By the first
century, the Jewish community had already come to understand that “the stone that
the builders rejected” referred to the Messiah, and it was natural that the early
Christians would understand it to be about Jesus, who was rejected by the religious
leaders of his day, but who “has become the chief cornerstone” of God’s new
relationship with everyone. The “chief cornerstone” is the very first block that sets
the location and orientation of a building, and everything else about the building is
based on the cornerstones. And so everything about the church is built around
Jesus. The passage closes with a description of a joyous procession to the Temple
and anticipates the familiar image of Christ’s entry into Jerusalem as he came to
celebrate the Passover feast.

Matthew 21:1-11 Context. In Matthew’s account of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem,
he emphasizes the humility of Jesus the king, and his mention of the two animals,
donkey and colt (which leads to an awkward arrangement for any rider), may have
apocalyptic/messianic overtones, especially as it is linked to the fulfillment of
Scripture. As at the announcement of Jesus’ birth by the wise men at the beginning
of Matthew’s account, here again the “whole city” was frightened by what was
happening.

Read Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 and Matthew 21:1-11

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?



Read Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 and Matthew 21:1-11 again. Write down your
thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue

You likely won’t get through all the questions in your time together. Consider
inviting group members to work through any remaining questions on their own
throughout the week.

Read Matthew 21:1-11 aloud and ask the group to listen for the following: (1)
What are the disciples doing? (2) What is the crowd doing?
After the reading, discuss the following:

*  What did you notice about the disciples’ actions?

*  What did the crowd do?

+ Inverses 4 and 5, the text says that riding into Jerusalem on a donkey with a
colt was a fulfillment of a prophecy about the Messiah (Zechariah 9:9).
Notice that these verses are calling out to Jerusalem specifically and contrast
the “king” who is righteous and victorious with being lowly and riding on a
donkey. How does this contrasting image sit with you?

*  Scan the passage again. What titles are given to Jesus in this passage?
What do you make of the crowd recognizing Jesus in these ways?

“There are so many roles in this drama, and we find ourselves flitting
from one to another based on our mood or personal circumstances.
But what if we got to choose? What if it isn’t which one fits us, or
which one others would choose for us...What if we could choose?”

+  Imagine yourself in the middle of this story. Where would you hope to
be, and what would you want to be doing as Jesus enters the city of
Jerusalem?

Read Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29. This is a psalm of thanksgiving, most likely used when
entering the Temple at Passover or other ceremonies. How do you see deliverance
in this text? How does it shine a light on the Matthew 21 text?

»  This story holds up the tensions of enduring expectations, longing for a
Savior, and the impact of a crowd (who plays a critical role in the unfolding


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=l&d=33#pericope_psalm_reading

of what happens next). If you could advise those in the original story, what
would you say?

*  Does that advice “hold up” for the tensions of our day?

«  Just One Thing: What one thing could you do this week to choose how to
celebrate Jesus’ presence in the world today?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Oh God, you ARE our God, and we will praise and exalt you! We confess that
sometimes we want you to come in power or prestige to save us, but you choose a
humble path. Help us to recognize the many ways that you invite us into your
humble path of rescue, and may we always give you thanks. In the name of Jesus,
we pray, Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



