Sunday, March 22, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Redemption Road”
Ezekiel 37:1-14, Romans 8:6-11, and John 11:1-45

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, participants answer,
“Has someone ever just been there for you when you were going through
something hard? Not tried to fix or give advice or offer solutions, but stayed with
you in that moment? What did their presence mean to you?”

Ezekiel 37:1-14. Context. Ezekiel, the son of one of the Temple priests, was
among the first of the Israelites (along with the young king, queen mother, and
other nobles) to be taken essentially as hostages to Babylon in 597 BCE in an
attempt by the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, to ensure the submission of his
new vassal state of Judah. Ezekiel began his prophetic ministry a few years later, in
593 BCE, when those still in power in Jerusalem mounted a feeble and failed
rebellion. He excoriated the leaders who presumed upon God’s protection of the
house of David and the Temple, even when they had failed in their covenant
obligations to worship God alone and to protect God’s people with justice and
fairness and not to ravage them. Their misdeeds finally resulted in the destruction
of the Temple and Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in 586. At that point Ezekiel’s
thunderous judgment turned to promises of restoration: for the sake of God’s own
name, the people would eventually be restored, and God would make a new
covenant with them — one that would never be broken. This week’s reading 1s
among the first of those promising new life to a broken nation.

Romans 8:6-11 Context. This week’s reading comes from near the end of the first
half of Paul’s letter to the church at Rome where he sketches out his fundamental
conviction that all, both Jew and non-Jew, have sinned and fallen short of God’s
glory; and that it is only by God’s action in Jesus, not by anything that we can do,
that God’s Spirit has given us new life. Living as though our lives and our
salvation depend on what we do is living “in the flesh,” displeasing to God. But
trusting in God, “submitting to God’s law,” leads to life, life in the Spirit, even
when we are otherwise as good as dead. God raised Christ from the dead; God will
raise us from death — not just at some glorious end of time, but even from the death
we experience on a daily basis — sin, AKA our alienation from God.



John 11:1-45 Context. This week’s reading recounts the last, and most dramatic,
of Jesus’ “signs” that he performs in John’s gospel before his own passion: the
raising of Lazarus. John the Evangelist always calls these mighty deeds of Jesus
“signs” because they point to God and something about the meaning of God for
our lives. In this story, much is made of the fact that Lazarus had been dead 3 days
already when Jesus finally arrived. In ancient Jewish culture, it was thought that it
took three days for one’s spirit to travel to the afterlife, after which time there was
no hope of resuscitation. It’s a way of saying that Lazarus was really dead. As in
earlier stories, one of the characters, here Martha, misunderstands Jesus regarding
what will happen to her brother. Ironically, it is this event that will cause the
religious leaders to seek Jesus’ life — a point not lost on Thomas.

Read Ezekiel 37:1-14, Romans 8:6-11, and John 11:1-45

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Ezekiel 37:1-14, Romans 8:6-11, and John 11:1-45 again. Write down
your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.

Group Dialogue

John 11:1-45

*  Who are the characters in this story? What are some of the words the author
of John uses to describe the relationship between Jesus, Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus? Hint: Look at verses 1-5.

*  When Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, what was the first thing he did? As
a reader, do you find his behavior normal, surprising, troubling, or
something else? What adjectives come to mind when you read verses 4-6?
Please share with the group.

* Read verses 7-13. What do these verses demonstrate to us about what Jesus
understands and the disciples don’t? What can we learn about faith, fear, and
how Jesus sees things differently?

*  How do Mary and Martha respond to Jesus when he arrives? Compare and
contrast their responses. What things are similar in their responses? What
things are different in their responses? How do the reactions of both these



women help us reflect on what faith can look like during a time of loss?
Hint: Read verses 21-27 and verse 32.

Get a volunteer to read John 11:33-35 slowly. What emotional language
stands out? (For example “deeply moved,” “greatly disturbed,” “Jesus
wept.”) How do the pauses or silences in the story speak just as loudly as the
words?

How does this image of Jesus challenge the more stoic or unemotional
images of him that are common in popular Christianity? What does it mean
that Jesus doesn’t “fix” the situation right away, but stops to feel and grieve?
What do these verses teach us about how God enters into human pain and
sorrow?

Jesus does not immediately rush to perform a miracle. He pauses, stops,
feels, and even weeps. We invite you to take a few minutes and close your
eyes as you respond to this text in an embodied way. What part of your
tenderness rises when you imagine Jesus weeping? What does this moment
invite you to feel, remember, or do differently?

Call to Action: Practicing Compassionate Presence

Just as Jesus stayed present in the face of pain, allow yourself to meet others (and
yourself) with stillness, softness, and attention. Choose one simple, mindful act of
compassion each day:

Being Fully Present in the Moment: The next time someone speaks to you,
try listening without planning your response. Look them in the eyes. Let
your body show them that they matter.

Be gentle with yourself. When you feel grief, anger, or tiredness rise, don’t
push it away. Place a hand on your heart and whisper: “Even this feeling is
worthy of compassion.”

Prayer. As you inhale, pray: “God, make me present.” As you exhale, pray:
“Let me be here for others.” Do this for a few minutes in silence when you
feel hurried or overwhelmed.

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?



Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God of compassion, you meet us in our grief. You pause, you weep, you love.
Thank you for the courage of Martha, the honesty of Mary, and the power of your
presence. Help us to stay present with others, to trust in your timing, and to carry
your love into a hurting world. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



