Sunday, February 15, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Glory Revealed”
Exodus 24:12-18 and Matthew 17:1-9

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “How has a ‘mountaintop experience’ touched your life?”

Exodus 24:12-18 Context. God brought the people of Israel out of Egypt, not only
to free them from bondage, but also to free them for the worship of God on God’s
holy mountain. After crossing the sea and leaving Pharaoh’s army behind, the
people arrived at Mount Sinai where they prepared to encounter God. In making a
covenant with them — that God would be their God, and they would be God’s
people — God first spoke to Moses together with the people; but after the first ten
“words,” the people found God’s presence too frightening to endure and withdrew.
God then continued to outline to Moses the rules that would govern daily life
among the people. After Moses returned to the people and explained to them what
God had said, the people agreed to the covenant, and confirmed it with a solemn
ceremony. Following the ceremony, Moses returned to the mountain with his
brother Aaron together with the other elders where they communed with God. This
week’s reading describes the next episode of the encounter of God and Moses.

Matthew 17:1-9 Context. This week's reading is the story of the Transfiguration
of Jesus. The Transfiguration is a classic theophany, that is, a revelation of God:
Jesus’ appearance “changes” and his clothes appear dazzling. The scene takes place
on “the mountain,” and is surrounded by the glory of Moses and Elijah, the
greatest religious leaders of Israel. Their mighty works were echoed in the deeds of
Jesus: commanding the sea, reviving the dead, feeding the multitude, etc. Not only
was Jesus worthy of their company, but as the voice from the cloud proclaims,
“This 1s my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”

Read Exodus 24:12-18 and Matthew 17:1-9

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Exodus 24:12-18 and Matthew 17:1-9 again. Write down your thoughts or
share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.



Group Dialogue
As you listen to the small-group leader read Matthew 17:1-4, imagine that you are
a bystander closely watching and listening to Jesus, Peter, James, and John. Share
your eyewitness account, detailing emotions, sights, and sounds.
What do you think Peter hoped to accomplish by building tents on the mountain?
Find the commonalities between Exodus 24:12-18 and Matthew 17:1-9.

*  What conclusions can you draw about when, where, why, and how glory is

revealed?
*  How do these accounts open your eyes to the revelation of glory in your

midst?

What does the voice in the cloud say to Peter, James, and John as they lay terrified
and prostrate? (Matthew 17:5).

*  How does their experience invite us to respond when we grow in our
understanding of who Jesus is?

“ ‘Listen to him’ means shaping yourself around his words. It means taking them
into your soul, letting them take root and grow into a life worthy of the gospel . . .’
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*  What spiritual practice can you commit to that will help you shape yourself
around Jesus’ every word?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Glorious God, in mountain-top experiences, in the streets, in the faces of both
friends and strangers, may we see your glory being revealed all around us. Amen.



And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



