Sunday, January 4, 2026 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Seeing the Light”
Isaiah 60:1-6 and Matthew 2:1-12

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “Briefly ponder these words from Isaiah 60:2: ‘For darkness shall cover
the earth and thick darkness the peoples.” What do you see in the local, national, or
international news that you might describe with Isaiah’s words?

Matthew 2:1-12 Context. The 12 days of the Christmas season precede the Feast
of the Epiphany on January 6. This feast celebrates the Revelation (= Epiphany) to
the Gentiles, that is, to the peoples who are not Jews. Only Matthew tells the story
of the "wise men from the East" or magi, who would have been astrologers living
in the Persian Empire. Only Matthew tells us about the role of King Herod, and
reminds us that Jesus' birth was surrounded by darkness and danger. To the gifts of
gold and frankincense that we read of in Isaiah is added the gift of myrrh, a
precious anointment frequently used in preparing bodies for burial.

Read Matthew 2:1-12

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Matthew 2:1-12 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

Why did the magi journey to Jerusalem from their homeland in Persia? (Matthew 2
1-2).

What emotion gripped King Herod when he heard that Gentile astrologers/dream
interpreters were in the territory that he ruled, asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:2-3)

Why do you think he felt that way?



What actions did he take as a result? (Matthew 2:4-8) Matthew 2: 4-8).

Retrace the magi’s journey from their first glimpse of the star to their return to their
homeland “... by another road” (Matthew 2:12).

+  What does this series of events reveal about the gifts the magi received and
the challenges they faced in following the star?

+  What does the story of the magi reveal about the gifts and challenges of
seeing God’s light for contemporary Christians?

What can you do to “Arise, shine, for your light has come . . . “ (Isaiah 60:1a) in
the presence of the darkness that came to mind in response to our opening
question? How does your church community help you see the light?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God of love and light, when we feel engulfed in the darkness of this world, open
our eyes to see your light and grant us the courage to follow where it leads. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



