
Sunday, January 18, 2026 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

 “Give You as a Light” 
Isaiah 42:1-9 and Matthew 3:13-17 

  
Open with a word of prayer 

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants 
answer, “If at first you don’t succeed, where do you find the motivation to ‘try, try 
again’?” 

Isaiah 49:1-7 Context. This week’s reading, the “second” Servant song, continues 
last week’s theme of the Servant of the Lord as a light to the nations, who will 
bring all peoples to God. But while in last week’s reading from Isaiah 42 the 
Servant was the nation of Israel, starting in chapter 49 the role of the Servant has 
been taken up by a person in place of the nation. He gives voice to his mission to 
give new life to the exiles of Israel, and to the failure he has experienced so far. He 
receives a “recommissioning” of sorts from God for an even greater mission: to be 
a light to the nations – not just Israel, spreading God’s salvation to the ends of the 
earth. The final verse (“Thus says the LORD…”) is a comment added by the 
Servant’s followers that looks ahead to the suffering of the Servant as he pursues 
his vocation, and to the ultimate triumph of God’s intention.  

Read Isaiah 49:1-7 

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you 
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 

Read Isaiah 49:1-7 again Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with 
the person or group you are with. 

Group Dialogue 

Who is the audience for the proclamation that God has given the Servant as “a light 
to the nations that my (God’s) salvation may reach to the end of the earth”? (Isaiah 
49:1). 

How did the servant become equipped for this calling? (Isaiah 49:1a-3) 

 1



• What does this suggest about God’s process of preparing servants to be given as 
a light? 

• What aspects of preparation for ministry do you share with the servant? 

What do the servant’s self-descriptions in verses 4a and 7a suggest about who can 
be given by God as a light to the nations? [Isaiah 49:4a, 7b). 

• What encouragement do you find for your own chosenness as a light-bearer in 
the servant’s estimation of himself? 

How does the servant describe God? (Isaiah 49:7). 

• How might this knowledge of God influence the servant’s willingness to be 
given as light to the nations? 

“We are called to be a part of a project that is bigger than we can see. It is nothing 
less than the reconciliation of the whole world to God. It is the bringing of the 
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. If we catch that vision, then we can carry a 
light that shines beyond us and from within us. We become a part of the light we 
proclaim.” 

Think about the coastlands of your comfort zone and the “nations” that lie beyond 
it. Where might you or your church be a light to others? How can you begin to 
shine? 

Closing Reflection Question 

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be 
calling you to do? 

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, 
or a similar prayer:  

God of love, we are not perfect people. We have tried and failed. We have strayed 
from your path. Let us go forward, walking in the assurance that you have called 
us, equipped us, and given us as a light to the nations. Amen. 
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And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 

Our Father who art in Heaven  
hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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