
Sunday, January 11, 2026 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

 “Power of Presence” 
Isaiah 42:1-9 and Matthew 3:13-17 

  
Open with a word of prayer 

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants 
answer, “What memory from a baptism you witnessed lingers with you?” 

Isaiah 42:1-9 Context. The book of Isaiah falls into two main sections: chapters 
1-39 record the oracles and prophecies of Isaiah of Jerusalem, whose ministry 
spans the second half of the 8th century BCE  
(roughly 740s-690s); chapters 40-66 reflect the ministry of God’s chosen servant in 
the closing days of the Exile in Babylon (540s), together with the struggles of the 
servant's followers as the people return to Jerusalem and begin to rebuild 
(530s-520s). One of the themes that ties the two parts of Isaiah together is the 
special role for Israel/Jerusalem in God’s plan to bring justice, peace, and healing 
to all the nations of the earth. The “servant” at the beginning of the second part is 
the nation of Israel (chapters 40-48), but after a time the task falls to a particular 
individual who suffered and died in pursuing this special mission (chapters 49-53). 
In this week’s reading, God presents “my servant” Israel, who will be God’s agent 
in this mission. God is not just the God of Israel here, but the Lord of all nations, 
indeed, of the universe; and the servant commissioned by God will accomplish 
God’s will not by force of arms, but through gentleness and perseverance. This is 
an announcement of truly “new things” in God’s plan for the world. The opening 
verse: “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him,” is echoed in the account of Jesus’ baptism. 
Matthew goes on to cite the first four verses of this reading as a summary of Jesus’ 
ministry at Matthew 12:18-21.  

Matthew 3:13-17 Context. In Matthew’s Gospel, we move quickly from the 
resettlement of the holy family to Nazareth, to the preaching of John the Baptist, to 
this week’s reading that tells of the baptism of Jesus by John. Matthew uses the 
narrative that he found in Mark’s Gospel but adds the exchange between John and 
Jesus: recognizing that Jesus is the one he has been preaching about, John holds 
back when Jesus comes forward to be baptized. But Jesus insists, in order “to 
fulfill all righteousness.” This humility on Jesus’ part is in keeping with Matthew’s 
portrait of Jesus as the servant of Isaiah 42. Jesus is both the Son, as well as the 
obedient Servant of God.  
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Read Isaiah 42:1-9 and Matthew 2:1-12 

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you 
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are 
with. 

Group Dialogue 

In Matthew 3:5-6, we read, “Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
around the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the 
River Jordan, confessing their sins” (NRSVUE). What did John say when Jesus 
came to the River Jordan to be baptized? (Matthew 3:13-14 NRSVUE) 

• What word would you use to describe John’s response to Jesus? 

• How would you explain this reaction? 

The preaching notes for January 11 say: “Maybe John, and most of us, think of 
repentance as turning away. When we repent, we turn away from our sins and our 
life of sin . . . But what if Jesus understood repentance to be turning toward? What 
if the gesture that Jesus was making was one of inclusion, acceptance, or entrance? 
This was a beginning moment for the ministry that Jesus would perform.”  

• How might this understanding of repentance account for Jesus’ reply to John? 

Read the description of God’s servant in Isaiah 42:1 and the description of Jesus’ 
baptism in Matthew 3:16-17. What two similarities do you see? 

• What do these common threads suggest about the power of the presence of God 
in baptism? 

• What do you discover—or rediscover—about your baptism through your 
comparison of these scriptures? 

What difference has God called the servant to make in the world? (Isaiah 42:1, 3, 
4, 7). 
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As the community of the baptized, what difference will you make through the 
power of your presence? 

Closing Reflection Question 

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be 
calling you to do? 

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, 
or a similar prayer:  

God, help us to remember our baptisms and be thankful—thankful that we are your 
Beloved, thankful that we carry your Holy Spirit. May we, as a community of the 
baptized, go forth, sharing the power of your presence for the healing and freeing 
of your people. Amen. 

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 

Our Father who art in Heaven  
hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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