
Sunday, December 7, 2025 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

 “Signs and Stories” 
Matthew 3:1-12 

  
Open with a word of prayer 

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants 
answer, “What comes to your mind when you think about the expression ‘show 
your faith?” 

Matthew 3:1-12 Context. Following his account of Jesus’ birth and infancy, 
Matthew introduces the account of his ministry with a prologue of sorts, describing 
the ministry of John the Baptist. John spent much of his ministry in the 
“wilderness” that many in his day thought would be the place from which the 
kingdom of God would come (the community at Qumran located itself in the desert 
precisely for this reason). John’s diet was typical of the desert, and his clothing 
clearly distinguished him from the high society of his time. His call to repentance 
was accompanied by a baptism in water that was similar to other rituals in Judaism, 
which involved washing, but seemed to have gone beyond them to mark the one 
baptized for the coming kingdom of God and to spare the baptized from the fires of 
judgment. The Pharisees and Sadducees, two of the dominant religious sects 
among the Jews, weren’t so much coming “for baptism” as coming “to the place 
where he was baptizing” (as translated by the New International Version) to judge 
John; hence John’s strong rebuke. John announces a theme that will be repeated 
throughout the New Testament: that God’s covenant is not limited to those who can 
trace their ancestry back to Abraham. Finally, John also announces the coming of 
one “more powerful than I” who will inaugurate the kingdom of God with a great 
judgment that will reward the righteous and punish the wicked.   

Read Matthew 3:1-12 

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you 
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 

Read Matthew 3:1-12 again  

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are 
with. 

 1



Group Dialogue 

Who was John the Baptist? [Jesus’ cousin, chosen by God to "Prepare the way of 
the Lord” (Matthew 3:3). 

What was John the Baptist’s message to the community? (Matthew 3:2). 

John the Baptist called out the Pharisees and Sadducees who were watching him 
baptize people in the river. He told them in verse 8 to prove that they had repented 
of their sins and turned to God by how they lived their lives. 

• What does it mean to walk with God? How can we demonstrate our faith in 
God? 

“What if repenting is something else? Not the groveling admission of our many 
inadequacies, but a willingness to live by a different story?” 

• How are you living a different story today? 

John the Baptist’s invitation calls us to “Bear fruit worthy of repentance.” How are 
you expressing your faith in Christ? What can you do this week to show your 
faith? What are your fruits? 

Closing Reflection Question 

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be 
calling you to do? 

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, 
or a similar prayer:  

Heavenly God, help us each day to live a different story, one that allows us to walk 
humbly with you. Guide us to bear the fruits of our faith, so that everywhere we 
go, people can know that we are children of God! Amen. 

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 

Our Father who art in Heaven  
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hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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