Sunday, December 28, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Signs and Power”
Matthew 2:13-23

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “What does it feel like when you have a bad dream?”

Matthew 2:13-23 Context. Only Matthew and Luke give accounts of Jesus’
nativity, and they share only a few key details: Mary was Jesus’ mother who
conceived him without human intervention, Joseph was his “father,” he was born
in Bethlehem towards the end of the reign of Herod, he grew up in Nazareth.
Otherwise, the accounts are rather different. In Luke we read of angels and
shepherds at the stable; in Matthew we read of the star, the wise men and Herod.
According to Matthew, after worshipping Jesus, the wise men are warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, setting up this week’s reading: the flight of the Holy
Family from their home in Bethlehem to Egypt, the massacre of the Innocents, the
return of the Holy Family, but now displaced, to Nazareth. Matthew peppers his
account with “fulfillment citations,” that demonstrate how the story of Jesus
recapitulates and fulfills/completes the story of the people of Israel. He also uses
the device of dreams of angelic revelation to Joseph to move the story forward.
Although there is no account of this particular massacre of the babies of Bethlehem
among the detailed records of the deeds of Herod, it is completely in keeping with
his character — and perhaps more important from a theological point of view,
echoes the massacre of the firstborn by Pharaoh in Egypt, from which massacre
Moses was saved and went on to become the one to lead his people out of bondage.
This points up another of Matthew’s themes that will appear throughout his
account: Jesus is the new Moses foretold in the Scriptures, come to save his
people.

Read Matthew 2:13-23

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?



Read Matthew 2:13-23 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue
Where did Joseph need to flee according to the angel’s message? (Matthew 2:13).
What was Herod’s command to his soldiers? (Matthew 2:16b).
What situations today demonstrate loud voices of “weeping and great mourning”?
Name places where modern-day “Herods™ are using their power to hurt and silence
people.
“Unlike Luke, Mathew never says outright, ‘There was no room for them.’ But it
seems to be written in every verse. There was no room for them in a world of
violence and corruption. There was no room for them in a hometown ruled by a
bloodthirsty tyrant. There was no room for them in a land that was a daily reminder
of slavery and suffering...But God was determined to make room.”

*  In our chaotic world, where do you see God’s work?
Life is hard. We see so much suffering around us. We don’t understand why so
many innocent people are harmed, sometimes to the point of death. But in the
midst of suffering, God is at work. How can you choose to see God’s work in your
life and the lives of those around you this week?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.



Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Amazing God, horrible things happen every single day, but you always make room
for your love, joy, peace, and hope. Help us see your presence amid the suffering in
our world. Guide us to be instruments of your grace everywhere we go and
empower us to become the people you want us to be. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



