Sunday, December 21, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Signs and Faithfulness”
Matthew 1:18-25

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “How have you felt when something you planned is completely changed?”

Matthew 1:18-25 Context. Matthew began his gospel with an account of the
genealogy of Jesus, punctuated by the mention of four non-Israelite women who
were central to the unfolding story of God’s people but who didn’t conform to the
moral or theological conventions of the time: Tamar, a Canaanite and the widowed
and childless daughter-in-law of Judah, who through a ruse got Judah to father a
child by her (he later pronounced her “righteous”); Rahab, the harlot of Jericho
who saved the Israelite scouts from death at the hands of their enemies; Ruth, the
Moabite woman who seduced the Israelite Boaz (their son was to be the
grandfather of David); and “the wife of Uriah” the Hittite, Bathsheba (her marriage
made her less than Israelite), whom David had raped and whose husband Uriah had
been murdered on David’s order — her son Solomon would carry on the royal
dynasty and covenant with God. With this introduction, Matthew begins the story
of Jesus’ birth with a description of his pregnant, unmarried mother Mary, and
Joseph’s dilemma. “Jesus” was a common name at the time, and is the equivalent
of the Hebrew “Joshua.” (Note: just before he died, Moses had told the people that
God would raise up a prophet like himself to lead them; and it was Joshua that led
them into the Promised Land. Matthew will emphasize throughout his gospel that
Jesus is the new prophet like Moses, leading the people to a new promised land.)

Read Matthew 1:18-25

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Matthew 1:18-25 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.



Group Dialogue
How was Jesus conceived? (Matthew 1:18b).

What was Joseph’s initial decision when he became aware of his future wife’s
pregnancy? (Matthew 1:19).

“So, Joseph, we are supposed to hear, lived a life of obedience to the law. But the
law says it was his duty to expose Mary and the sin she committed to the
community, so she could be punished, driven out, stoned to death...But he chose
not to.”

*  Why do you think Joseph decided not to expose Mary?

*  Have you ever broken “obedience” to show mercy toward someone else? If
not, would you consider it? Why yes, or why not?

Joseph’s plan A was to marry Mary, but her pregnancy caused him to change to
plan B, and break the engagement quietly. However, God told Joseph via a dream
about plan C, which was “plan A redefined; plan A resurrected, ascended,
intensified.”

*  What do you do when your initial plans are changed by what seems to be
divine intervention?

* Do you trust God’s intervention, or have you tried to dismiss “quietly” the
acts of God in your life?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.



Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Loving God, help us see your divine interventions in our lives, and guide us in
fulfilling your new plan. Lead us to be instruments of mercy in a world full of
injustices. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



