Sunday, December 14, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Signs and Truths”
Matthew 11:2-11

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “What images come to your mind when it comes to someone in prison?”

Matthew 11:2-11 Context. This week’s reading from Matthew picks up the thread
of the story of John the Baptist. When Jesus came to the Jordan to be baptized by
John, John recognized him as “the one greater” who would come with fire and
judgment. But now, after John was imprisoned for preaching against the powers
that be, knowing that his life could end at any moment, he began to have doubts
about Jesus: Where’s the fire? Where’s the judgment? Jesus responded to John’s
question by recounting what had already happened in his ministry, echoing the
words of Isaiah 35 — picking up a different take on what the Messiah would do. At
the same time, Jesus commends John as the forerunner of the Messiah.

Read Matthew 11:2-11

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Matthew 11:2-11 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

John the Baptist appears again in our readings, but where was he this time? He was
in prison. “When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing . . .” (Matthew
11:2).]

What did John ask Jesus through the disciples? (Matthew 11:3).

John’s question may have been a heartfelt prayer about the Messiah and John’s
desire to know if the Messiah was among them. Do you think John’s question
showed doubt or something else?



Jesus doesn’t ask us to close our eyes to the realities of the world. We are not, as
Christians, asked to live blindly, hunkered down against the storm that rages all
around us. No, Jesus says, “Open your eyes.” Open them wide enough to really
see, to see truth.”

*  Look deeper, look around you, and reflect on your experiences. Share your
reflections. Do you see Jesus among us? How?

Where was Jesus in your life this week? How can God use you to show the great
things God does for us each day?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Gracious and loving God, we come to you asking your Holy Spirit to grant us eyes
that can see you, ears to hear you, and hearts to feel your presence among us, even
amid conflict, war, injustice, and the many horrible realities that can distract us
from finding you. God, guide us to share the joy, hope, peace, and love that only
you can provide to those around us. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



