Sunday, November 9, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“The Latter Splendor”
Haggai 1:15b-2:9

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer:

In pairs or groups of three, have participants think about their vocation,
community, church, personal abilities, some event or time in history, and so on, and
then ask: “What, for you, is an example of ‘the glory that once was’?”

Haggai 1:15b-2:9 Context. Haggai’s prophetic career took place over a few
months during the late summer and fall of 520 BCE, the “second year” of the
Persian king Darius. This week’s reading can be dated precisely to October 17 of
that year, the seventh day of the eight-day Feast of Booths that commemorated
both the providence of God who sustained the people as they wandered in the
wilderness after the Exodus and before they settled in the land of Canaan, as well
as the dedication of the first Temple by Solomon. It had been 18 or 19 years since
the exiles had begun to return to Jerusalem, and nearly 70 years since Solomon’s
Temple had been destroyed. The political leader who had led the return was
Zerubbabel, a son or perhaps a nephew of Jeconiah, the last of the Davidic kings
who finished his days in Babylon. The high priest Joshua was the grandson of the
high priest Seraiah who had been killed by the Babylonians in 587 BCE. Both of
these new leaders had been born in Babylon. The returning community was slow in
recovering economically. The monarchy was ended. The Temple was becoming
more and more the focus of all aspects of the life of the community. Yet its
restoration was proceeding at a half-hearted pace at best. Haggai’s message:
Rebuild the Temple! God’s presence, and the priority of God in the lives of the
people, was more important than ever before, and more important than anything
else. The splendor of the Temple would become both a symbol and source of God’s
blessing and peace.

Read Haggai 1:15b-2:9

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?



Read Haggai 1:15b-2:9 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

*  Haggai has brought a remnant of people back to a devastated homeland. It is
a time of ambivalence—of both hope and despair. How was this true for the
Jewish community? What were their difficulties, and what opportunities
could they find?

*  When considering “the glory that once was” for yourself, can you recall the
trajectory that led to the current reality? (For example, the church was
thriving, but there was a crisis of some kind, and then...; your job was going
great, but you were injured, and then...).

*  What can you learn from this past (without dwelling or getting stuck) that
helps you enter a new future?

*  Aspeople of God, how have you experienced God’s presence (or not) when
there was some crisis or turning point in your life?

*  What prophetic voices among you can see the trajectory of your current
course? Who can call you to “correction”? Are they respected? Listened to?
How do you, or can you, “see the signs of the times” and know what and
whom to trust?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

O God of new beginnings, you always show us the way. We ignore it; don’t
understand it; try but fail to follow it. And then, light comes. Your wisdom



penetrates the confusion and uncertainty. And then we are energized with your holy
power. Help us to see “the way out of no way” when we are stuck; the path through
resistance when we are thwarted; the opportunities embedded in crises when they
come. You are the way; for that, we give you thanks and praise. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



