Sunday, November 30, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Signs and Times”
Matthew 24:36-44

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer: “How difficult is it for you to wait?”

Matthew 24:36-44 Context. Matthew organized his gospel account by gathering
the sayings of Jesus into five principal groups, or “discourses.” This is one of the
devices the evangelist uses to remind his readers that Jesus is the new Moses: just
as Moses gave his people the five books of Torah, so Jesus gives his teaching in
five discourses. The first and best known of the discourses is Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount at the beginning of his ministry. The last of the discourses, often called the
“Judgment Discourse,” takes place just days before Jesus’ crucifixion, and is
capped off with the parable of the Last Judgment, where the Son of Man, seated on
his throne of glory, separates the sheep from the goats — separating those who serve
the needs of the least from those who don’t — and sends them to their eternal
reward. In this week’s reading, Jesus emphasizes that no one, not even the Son,
knows the time of the coming of God’s kingdom, and that the role of Jesus’
followers is not to speculate on when it might happen, but rather to prepare
themselves for it. What sounds a bit like the “rapture” in these verses is simply
illustrative of Jesus’ point and is not to be read as evidence of a divine timetable, as
some today like to think.

Read Matthew 24:36-44

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Matthew 24:36-44 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.



Group Dialogue

What is the thing that only God knows? Not even the angels or Jesus know!
(Matthew 24:36a, NLT).
What will it be like when Jesus returns? (Matthew 24:37-39 NLT).

From Matthew 24:42a, “So you, too, must keep watch!” (New Living Translation);
“Therefore, stay alert!” (CEB); “Keep awake therefore,” (New Revised Standard
Version).

*  What does it mean for you to stay alert, or awake, or even keep watch in
your day-to-day as we wait for the return of Jesus?

Rev. Rosedanny Ortiz says, “We aren’t good at waiting. It isn’t in our cultural
DNA. I’ve lived in other parts of the world for a time and discovered that other
nations, other cultures, do the waiting thing a whole lot better than we do.”

*  Are you not great at waiting? What have you observed that can help us
improve our waiting tolerance? Is there something from another culture that

you noticed about waiting?

Jesus says to “be ready all the time.” What does “be ready” mean to you? What
could you add to your life that would help you “ be ready” for the Lord?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Heavenly and glorious God of all, we come to you asking for guidance in our day-
to-day life through your Holy Spirit about how we can be ready for you. Give us
clarity on what we can do to grow closer to you, rather than clinging to the things
of this world. In Jesus, your son, our Savior and Lord, we pray, Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....



Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



