
Sunday, November 23, 2025 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

 “Woe to the Shepherds” 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

  
Open with a word of prayer 

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants 
answer: 

In pairs or groups of three, have participants consider this: “At its best, Israel was a 
theocracy—a nation fully under God—so that the temporal and religious leaders 
were all under the dominion of God’s rule. And, as was ever thus, some of those 
rulers were people of deep faith and commitment; most were not.” How important 
is it to you that your political leaders are people of faith (or not) and that your 
pastor is a person involved in political issues (or not)? Why, do you think? 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 Context. This week’s reading is a summary of the indictment of 
the political leadership in the kingdom of Judah that lead up to the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple and the exile of the people. King Josiah, who was on the 
throne when Jeremiah began his ministry, was counted a righteous ruler, but his 
sons who followed him clearly were not. After Josiah’s untimely death in battle, 
they were little more than puppets, first of Egypt, then of Babylon. The political 
upheavals of the day were accompanied by social and economic chaos and 
injustice. The vulnerable and the marginalized were abandoned – the opposite of 
good shepherding, as the Lord through Jeremiah, points out. There may be a play 
on the name given at the end of the reading (“the LORD is our righteousness”) to 
the one who will rule wisely and justly: the very last of the kings of Judah whose 
rule was as corrupt as any and who witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Temple along with the execution of his sons before being taken away to Babylon in 
chains, took the throne name “Zedekiah,” which means “The LORD is my 
righteousness.”   

Read Jeremiah 23:1-6 

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you 
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 

 1



Read Jeremiah 23:1-6 again  

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are 
with. 

Group Dialogue 

• “The shepherds” and “sheep” of Jeremiah 23 are the kings and people of the 
Hebrews. The king was expected to govern with righteousness; to care for 
and about his people. What does such leadership look like to you today? 

• If we believe in a separation of church and state, where and how does this 
“woe to shepherds” apply now? When we are so divided, what do we do 
when what one calls “woe” is taken by others as “blessing”? 

• We cannot decide what is woeful or commendable behavior if we do not 
know what we stand for. The Affirmations of Faith in the United Methodist 
Hymnal (880-889) are concise creeds that lay out our essential beliefs. Look 
particularly at the World Methodist Social Affirmation (886). Say it together, 
then take it section by section (or even line by line). Do you believe in these 
precepts? Do you have problems with any of them? Why? How, if at all, do 
they inform or empower your life? 

• These questions are provided in the preaching helps for the sermon but are 
perhaps even better in group discussion. Consider any or all of them:  

• Who are you following?  
• Who are you believing in?  
• Who is the bearer of your hope?  
• Who speaks to your hunger and your fears?  
• Who defines what a life of meaning and fullness means?  
• For whom are you waiting? And do you wait with joy?  

What we learn this Christ the King Sunday is that allegiance to this king invites us 
to consider how we wait and not just that we wait. Since waiting is living, or living 
is waiting, the real question for us this day is, “How shall we live day by day?” 

Closing Reflection Question 

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be 
calling you to do? 
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Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, 
or a similar prayer:  

O Lord, our righteousness: We hear the promise, “the days are coming….” Open 
our eyes and hearts to see the ways you are at work to bring this promise to 
fulfillment. Make us eager and willing participants in the execution of justice in the 
land. Turn our hearts from division, disgust, fear, and distrust to embrace 
forgiveness, repentance, and restoration. Make us instruments of peace with justice 
for all, in the name of Christ who reigns forever and ever. Amen. 

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 

Our Father who art in Heaven  
hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

 3


