Sunday, November 2, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Love Increasing”
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer:

In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, “Think of someone in your
life who showed strong faith in difficult times. What do you remember most about
their example, and how did it affect you?”

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 Context. Thessalonica was the second Macedonian
city where Paul had planted a Christian community, probably in the mid to late 40s
CE. It was a thriving commercial center loyal to the Roman Emperor. By Paul’s
account the congregation was strictly a Gentile congregation; there were
apparently no Jews in the city at the time. Paul wrote his first letter to them —
indeed the earliest of Paul’s letters that we have today (and thus the earliest
Christian writing!) — around the year 50, probably from Corinth, addressing the
issue of the delay in Christ’s second coming. They were finding it difficult to hold
firm to the notion that while God’s kingdom had already begun in the death and
resurrection of Jesus, it would not be fulfilled until Christ returned. And in the
meantime they found themselves at odds with their non-Christian neighbors who
looked upon them with at least some suspicion on account of their loyalty to this
non-Roman king, Jesus. Many say that this letter was probably written by one of
Paul’s disciples named in the letter’s opening salutation. The letter commends
these early Christians for their faith, even in the face of persecution.

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.



Group Dialogue

Who wrote this letter, and to whom was it written? (v.1)].

Paul says, “Your faith is growing abundantly.” That is one mark of a saint,
growing faith. How can we ensure that our faith is growing? Study and
exercise, simple as that. Paul commends them for spending time studying
their faith—in Sunday school or small groups—reading devotionally and
academically, asking questions and testing themselves, and pushing the
limits of knowledge and experience in a way that breathes new life and
sustenance into their souls. “We give thanks to God,” writes Paul, “because
your faith is growing abundantly.”

How can you tell if someone’s faith is growing? How does love for one
another grow in a church or small group?

The Thessalonians are praised for standing firm during persecution. How
have you or your church been called to stand firm? How did your faith grow
through that?

Paul prays that the church will be "worthy of God's calling." What might
that look like today?

Verse 12 speaks about Jesus being glorified in us, and us in him. What does
that look like in everyday life? How might this change how we approach our
work, relationships, or witness?

All Saints Sunday invites us to remember those who have gone before us in
the faith. How do their lives help us know what it means to be “worthy of
God’s call”? What would you want future generations to remember about
your own life of faith?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.



Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for the faithful saints who stood firm in their
time and taught us what it means to follow You. Help us to hold fast to the faith
they passed on and to live lives that glorify Jesus Christ. Strengthen us by Your

grace to walk the path they helped pave. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



