Sunday, November 16, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Rejoice Forever in Creation”
Isaiah 65:17-25

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer:

In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer: “As you survey your
religious, political, social, and personal landscapes, where (if anywhere) do you
feel hope? Where, if at all, do you feel despair? Explain why.”

Isaiah 65:17-25 Context. The Israelites had long languished as unwilling “guests”
—an oppressed and conquered people—in foreign lands. They despaired of their
future as a nation and a people, yet life went on. Then, the word of Isaiah
proclaimed that God was about to do a radical new thing. Review the passage and
draw a verbal picture of what Isaiah says was coming. What does this “new
heavens and new earth” look like?

Read Isaiah 65:17-25

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Isaiah 65:17-25 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

»  The Israelites had long languished as unwilling “guests”—an oppressed and
conquered people—in foreign lands. They despaired of their future as a
nation and a people, yet life went on. Then, the word of Isaiah proclaimed
that God was about to do a radical new thing. Review the passage and draw
a verbal picture of what Isaiah says was coming. What does this “new
heavens and new earth” look like?



* Asyou look at these extravagant promises of restoration, do you believe it is
possible in your lifetime? Ever? What makes you believe as you do? What
signs do you see that its fruition is possible (or not)? What would have to
change, and how might that be accomplished?

« In a time socially, religiously, and politically where there is so much
polarization, do you yearn for a time when “wolf and lamb shall feed
together”? What are you prepared to do, change, or give up so that such a
time could happen?

+ There is an eschatological sense to this passage; if peace, prosperity, and
unity are not possible in the kingdom on earth, it will be accomplished in the
kingdom to come. How would you recognize God’s activity to bring this
about? What signs tell you that God’s hoped-for kingdom is unfolding?

* In any case, the prophet reminds his community that there is cause for
rejoicing, even when life is difficult and certainly less than ideal. What
brings you joy at this time? Where and when can you truly rejoice? How do
you try to multiply that joy?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God of all Creation, you have in mind a vision of and a task for your ideal heavens
and earth. Help us to see that vision clearly, to embrace the tasks we are given to
bring it about, and to rejoice in all that you have done for us. Make us truly grateful
in our work of discipleship so that we never fear laboring in vain. In all things, we
trust you and give you thanks. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.



Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



