Sunday, October 19, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Persistent Faith”
Luke 18:1-8

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer:

In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, “When have you—or when
has someone you know—had to keep pushing for justice when the system didn’t
seem to care?

Luke 18:1-8 Context. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus proclaimed that the kingdom
of God was at hand. As he journeyed to Jerusalem, he was asked more than once
about just when that kingdom would arrive. His answers were usually a bit evasive.
This week’s reading addresses his questioners with a parable on persistent prayer
that is relevant, no matter when the kingdom might come.

Read Luke 18:1-8

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Luke 18:1-8 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue
*  Verses 1-3 “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor
had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him

and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’”

+  Reflection Question: What do we learn about the judge and the widow from
the parable?



Digging Deeper: What kind of power does the judge hold, and what kind of
power does the widow have? Who are today’s “judges” who refuse to act
unless they are pressured?

Verses 4-5: “Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because
this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice... so that she may not wear
me out.”

Reflection: The judge is not moved by compassion but by self-interest. The
Greek phrase, “wear me out” (bnomdln), literally means “give me a black
eye’—suggesting the widow is publicly shaming him through her
persistence.

Digging Deeper: How does public pressure—especially from the
marginalized—become a form of accountability? Can faithful persistence
look like protest or disruption?

Verses 6—7: “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to
his chosen ones who cry to him day and night?”

Reflection: Jesus draws a contrast: if even an unjust judge eventually
responds, how much more will God respond to those who cry out. The cry is
not private—it’s loud, public, and persistent.

Digging Deeper: Why does Jesus want us to listen closely to what the unjust
judge says? What does it teach us about systems that change only under
pressure? What role do public cries, marches, testimonies, or movements
play in holding systems accountable?

Verse 8: “I tell you, he will quickly grant justice... And yet, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Reflection: Jesus ends with a challenging question. He links faith to justice-
seeking—not passive belief, but active showing up, crying out, and holding
the system to account.

Digging Deeper: Why do you think Jesus asks about faith at the end of a
parable about injustice? How is the widow’s persistence a model for spiritual
courage?



*  How is shaming the system not just political, but theological?
What does it mean to persist in faith when the system is broken?

+  Digging Deeper: Have you or someone you know had to keep pushing for
fairness—at work, in church, in court, or in society? What does it take to
keep showing up?

How is God different from the judge?

+  Digging Deeper: What does this parable teach us about God and about what
faithful people are called to do? How are we being invited to be different
from the judge?

What does it mean to shame the system in Jesus’ name?

*  Digging Deeper: When have you seen someone’s truth-telling embarrass a
powerful institution into action? What does it look like to resist unjust
systems without losing heart?

Call to Action: When Shaming Becomes a Strategy of Prophetic Witness
(Optional)

The facilitator or a participant reads aloud: The widow didn’t accept injustice
quietly. She made the judge uncomfortable. She kept coming back—until he acted.
That was faith that shames silence, exposes injustice, and wears down indifference.
This week, we ask ourselves: “Where am I being called to ‘persist in faith’?”

*  Who around me is being ignored, and how can I help their voices be heard?
+  What system needs to be shamed into justice—not with cruelty, but with
truth?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.



Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God of justice, you see what the powerful try to ignore. You honor the voices that
won't be silenced. You call us not just to pray, but to persist. Give us the strength to
keep showing up and the wisdom to name what’s broken. Give us the courage to
call systems to account. May our faith be bold, our voices strong, and our hope be
grounded in justice. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



