Sunday, October 12, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Whole Faith”
Luke 17:11-19

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer:

In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, “What does healing look like
—mnot just physically, but socially or spiritually?”

Luke 17:11-19 Context. With these verses, Luke returns to the theme of God’s
blessing and our grateful response. Since so many of the forms of skin disease
called leprosy were contagious, those suffering from it were to warn people along
the road to stay away from them, to separate themselves from society. Luke makes
the further point that the one leper who returned to praise God for his healing was a
Samaritan — considered unclean by Jews, whether or not a leper. This parallels
nicely the story of Naaman in 2 Kings.

Read Luke 17:11-19

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Luke 17:11-19 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

« Read Verses 11-13: Jesus is walking between Samaria and Galilee—a
borderland. What does it mean that Jesus is in a borderland? Who lives in today’s
borderlands—geographically, socially, politically, or spiritually?

*  Verse 14: “As they went, they were made clean.” Jesus tells them to go to
the priests before they are healed. What kind of faith does it take to move before
seeing change? What does this say about healing as an ongoing process, not a



one-time miracle? How might institutional religion (symbolized by the priest) be
both gatekeeper and validator of belonging?

*  Verses 15-16: “Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned
back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus's feet and
thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.”

*The one who returns is doubly marginalized: a leper and a Samaritan. What is
the power of turning back and claiming your voice? How is this act of praise also
an act of resistance? What does it mean that the “outsider” is the only one who
fully recognizes what has happened?

*  Verses 17:19: "Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well."
The Greek word used here—sozo—can mean healed, saved, or liberated. What
does it mean that Jesus gives public affirmation to the Samaritan? Where do we
see God’s liberation breaking through traditional boundaries?

*  What does it mean to be seen by Jesus when the world keeps you at a
distance? Have you ever felt overlooked, judged, or kept on the margins—
socially, spiritually, or emotionally? What might healing look like?

*  Why is it sometimes hard to return to face our healing, to give thanks, or to
tell our story? What holds us back from turning around and acknowledging what
we've survived, how we've grown, or who helped us?

+ Ifyou were to "turn back" today—as the Samaritan leper did—what would
you want to say and to whom? What truth, gratitude, or claim of dignity would
you speak if you knew someone was listening?

Call to Action: Returning as an Act of Wholeness (Optional)

The facilitator (or a participant) reads aloud: The one who turned back was not just
healed—he was made whole. In returning, he claimed his voice, his dignity, and
his place in the story. He showed us that faith isn’t just belief—it’s movement. It’s
turning around. It’s speaking up. It’s giving thanks, even when the world has tried
to silence you. This week, you are invited to return:

. Return to the moments that shaped you. Honor your survival, your healing,
your journey.



. Return to someone who showed you mercy. Say, “Thank you”, even if it's
been a long time.

. Return to the places that silenced you, but speak now from your wholeness.
. Return to God, not to perform, but to praise.

You don’t have to be “finished” to turn around. You don’t need permission to come
back. Wholeness begins when you remember you are seen, and you choose to
show up.

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God of mercy, You meet us in the in-between places— before healing is complete,
before the journey is done. You see us when others turn away. You call us whole
before the world does.

Give us the courage to return—to give thanks, to speak truth, to claim our place.
May our faith move us, our gratitude ground us, and your love make us whole.
Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



