Sunday, September 21, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“For the Glory”
Psalm 79:1-9

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer:

"Would you be willing to share a time when something went so wrong that you or

others were searching for someone to blame? How did you react or cope with that
experience?”

Psalm 79:1-9 Context. This week's reading describes the gore and the devastation
that accompanied the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple by the Babylonian
armies in 587BC, the same events that Jeremiah watched with such pathos.

Read Psalm 79:1-9

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Psalm 79:1-9 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

1. The psalmist begins in verses 1 through 4 by naming deep destruction and grief.
What emotions do you hear behind these words?

2. In verse 5, the psalmist seems to blame God or assume that it was the Israelites'
fault that they were attacked. Have you ever struggled, wondering if events in your



life were a punishment? How did that affect your view of God or your
understanding of yourself?

3. In verses 6-7, the psalmist moves from grief to anger toward others. Why do you
think this shift happens? What might that reveal about how we process pain?

4. In verses 8-9, the psalmist moves from blame to confession. What does it take to
move from blaming others to asking for help and forgiveness?

Follow-up: When applying this to our own lives, does this movement feel like
spiraling into shame or a movement into strength and wholeness? What makes the
difference between the two?

5. The psalm never fully resolves. It’s written from the wreckage, not the
resolution. How do you relate to this kind of prayer?

6. What’s one small way you could bring a spirit of God’s compassion and grace
into your life this week? What would this look like in prayer, in a relationship, or
in how you think about the world?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God of mercy, when the world is broken and we feel broken with it, help us not to
turn away from you. Give us the courage to speak truthfully and the grace to hope,



even before the healing comes. We trust that your compassion will come quickly.
Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



