Sunday, August 10, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study

“Desire a Better Country”
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) n pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “Can you share a time when you felt that you were “living by faith,” even
when you couldn’t see the full picture? What helped you keep going?”

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Context. The "letter to the Hebrews" is an anonymous
work, though traditionally it has been attributed to Paul. Internal evidence suggests
that it was likely written by one of Paul’s companions, perhaps Barnabas or
Apollos, to the Christian community at Rome sometime between 60 and 90 CE.
The work is one of pastoral exhortation — more like a sermon or a tract — in what is
considered the most eloquent Greek of the New Testament. The ascription “to the
Hebrews” seems to derive from the author’s extensive use of the Hebrew Bible in
his argument. The author is addressing a community in crisis, whose zeal is
flagging in part because of the delay of Christ’s return. This week’s reading
encourages perseverance and endurance in the face of great obstacles, using the
story of Abraham and Sarah as a paradigm of true faithfulness.

Read Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

How is faith defined in this passage? (Hebrews 11:1).



“Sit with that for a moment: an assurance. Can we be sure of anything these days?
Faith is hard at the best of times...We live in a Doubting Thomas era — unless I see
... I will not believe”

What do you think about this comment?

What does Hebrews 11:3 tell us about creation and faith?

In verses 8—10, Abraham obeys God without knowing where he’s going. What do
you notice about his mindset or trust in God? What does this reveal about the kind
of faith the scripture calls us to?

What does it mean to live as “strangers and foreigners on the earth,” as in verse
13?

The people in this passage died without receiving what was promised, but they still
trusted God.

*  How do you evaluate your own faith journey when things don’t turn out the
way you hoped?

+  Imagine what it would look like for our church community to “desire a
better country” — not just heaven, but a more just, loving, faithful world.
What values, habits, or commitments would shape that vision?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be
calling you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.



Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Gracious and Loving God, Like Abraham and Sarah, help us walk by faith and not
by sight. Give us the courage to follow You even when the path is unclear, and may
our lives reflect the hope of Your eternal promises. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



