Sunday, July 6, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“A New Creation is Everything”
Galatians 6: (1-6), 7-16

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“What experiences have you had planting flowers or other plants? What observations can
you make about waiting for the results?”—

Galatians 6: (1-6), 7-16 Context. In the first part of this week’s reading, Paul reminds
his hearers that living in community means both mutual support and mutual
accountability — but always in a spirit of gentleness. In the second part, he returns to the
argument that Gentiles did not have to adopt Jewish customs (which Paul here equates
with “the flesh”) in order to be Christians. Finally, he concludes the letter in his own hand
(“see what large letters I make ...”"), summarizing the situation as he sees it: the
missionaries who have come preaching circumcision are compelling the Galatians to
follow Jewish custom for selfish, “fleshly” reasons: either to avoid persecution from
other Jews (remember that Paul himself had once been such a persecutor), or to boast in
their conversionistic achievements.

Read Galatians 6: (1-6), 7-16

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Galatians 6: (1-6), 7-16 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Group Dialogue

Can you see the relationship between verse one and verse seven? What does a “spirit of
gentleness” have to do with planting? How do patience and gentleness relate to seeing something

grow (plants or people)?

This passage concerns the difference between the result of cultivating our relationship with God
and letting our nature run its course without restrictions.

What might be the result of a child having no boundaries? What happens when an adult acts
without any limits?



Compare your conclusions about the fruit of the Spirit (last week) with what you learned today
about planting. Planting seems to be associated with a process in which patience, perseverance,
and gentleness are important.

How does that apply to the words of encouragement: “You reap whatever you sow” and “sow to
the Spirit”?

Sometimes, churches are accused of being spaces of conflict, in which the works of the flesh are
manifested instead of the fruit of the Spirit.

Do you feel that is true?

How can we help create an environment of peace and joy where people feel invited to
participate?

What recommendations would you give to your class, your church, or leaders you know? (Ask
members to write at least one recommendation and then share their ideas with the whole group.)

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, or a
similar prayer:

Gracious and loving God, we want to be instruments of peace in the world. Help us be
formed and led by the Spirit everywhere we go. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



