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Sunday, July 27, 2025 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

 “Made You Alive” 
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) 

  
Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, 
“Describe a time when you felt fully alive.” 
 
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) Context.  In this week’s reading, we finally learn of the 
problem in Colossae: these Gentile Christians were being tempted away from their faith 
by teachers who promoted a certain “philosophy” that revolved around “the elemental 
spirits of the universe” and stressed self-abasement, worship of angels, and visions. 
Against this, the author of the letter reminds them again that the fullness of God dwells in 
Christ the head – whose body they are – encompassing and transcending all the elemental 
spirits, as well as every “ruler and authority” in the heavens. These spirits, rulers and 
authorities seem to be rather dark, threatening forces that the Colossians are being told 
need to be appeased. But Christ has conquered them all! And we have been liberated by 
God’s power through the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 
Read Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) 
 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
Read Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) again  
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
 
Group Dialogue 
 
What guidance does Paul give those who have “. . . received Christ Jesus the Lord”? (Colossians 
2:6-7).  
 
What is Paul’s warning to the Colossians? (Colossians 2:8). 
 
How do you discern what religious voices to heed in today’s environment of social media, 
YouTube videos, podcasts, and other avenues that teach spiritual philosophies, traditions, and 
principles? 
 

• How does your church community empower that discernment? 
 
At what point were the Colossians made alive with Christ? (Colossians 2:13). 



 2 

• Name the images Paul uses to draw a picture of how God made the Colossians alive with Christ. 
(Colossians 2:11-15). 
 

• Which one speaks most deeply to you? Why? 
 

• How can meditating on these images help you follow Paul’s guidance in Colossians 2:6?  
 
The Preaching Notes for July 27 say, “. . . the only thing that brings this aliveness is the Christ at 
work in us. There are various practices, however, that can open our eyes and hearts to that divine 
work within us. . .. Some disciplines have long histories of effectiveness; some practices are 
needed to bring a sense of belonging and community, and others are uniquely suited to various 
personality types. But none are transformative in and of themselves.” 
 

• Keeping this in mind, reflect upon your devotional life. What practices help you live into your 
aliveness in Christ? Is there a practice that you feel called to begin? 
 
Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, or a 
similar prayer:  
 
God of love and power, thank you that every day, Christ is making us alive. We ask for 
the wisdom and discernment to hold fast to Christ and the life he has given us, even in 
this world of contrary voices. Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


