Sunday, July 20, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Image of the Invisible”
Colossians 1:15-28

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“What is the most meaningful thing you’ve learned about Christ through the words of a
hymn?”

Colossians 1:15-28 Context. Colossae was a small town in the Lycus Valley in central
Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) that was destroyed by an earthquake around 61 AD. It
is generally thought that the letter to the Christians at Colossae was written by one of
Paul's disciples following Paul's death — perhaps Timothy, the co-sender of this letter. It
shares with the "undisputed" letters of Paul an emphasis on the all-sufficiency of Christ
for our reconciliation with God. It takes a cosmic view of Christ's reconciling work,
including not just human beings but all of creation, and criticizes those who advocated a
certain "philosophy" based on a cycle of fasting and other ascetical practices with the
goal of invoking "angels" and the "elemental powers of the universe" in a semi-magical
attempt at controlling their lives apart from their relationship with Christ. This week’s
reading falls into three parts: the first part is a description of the cosmic Christ, in whom
“the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,” stressing the all-sufficiency of Christ. The
second part reminds the letter’s readers and hearers of their reconciliation to God through
Christ. And the third part is the Apostle’s commendation of his mission to proclaim the
Gospel and make known the “mystery,” the now “opened secret” of God’s love even for
Gentiles.

Read Colossians 1:15-28

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Colossians 1:15-28 again
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Group Dialogue

Colossians 1:15-20 continues the prayer that opens Paul’s letter with the words of a hymn
that was familiar to the Colossians.

o What does this hymn proclaim about Christ? (Colossians 1:15-20).



Which attributes of Christ do you find hopeful? Awe-inspiring? Difficult to grasp? Why?

In Colossians 1:21-23, Paul explains how this hymn specifically applies to the
Colossians.

How does Paul describe the Colossians’ lives before they heard “the hope promised by
the gospel? (Colossians 1:21 & 1:23)

How did Christ transform their lives? (Colossians 1:20, 22).

What are the Colossians called to continue in response to Christ’s action on their behalf?
(Colossians 1:23).

Paul did not plant the church at Colossae, and he had never met the Colossians. How
might his description of himself and his ministry (Colossians 1:24-28) influence their
acceptance of his teaching?

Name one way you are willing to commit to “continue securely established and steadfast
in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard”
(Colossians 1:23). How can your church community help you maintain that commitment?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be, or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, or a
similar prayer:

God, we come to you, marveling at the awesomeness of Christ. Please stretch our
imaginations so that we can keep our eyes open to the Image of the Invisible and hold
fast to the hope we’ve found in Christ. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



