Sunday, June 22, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Now That Faith Has Come”
Galatians 3:23-29

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“Did you learn from your parents that you were supposed to wear your best clothes to
church? What was appropriate or inappropriate in church?”

Galatians 3:23-29 Context. Throughout his letter to the Galatians, Paul argues over and
over again that Gentiles (non-Jews) need not follow the Jewish traditions of circumcision
and dietary laws in order to be part of the Christian community: the promise to Abraham
was blessing not just for his physical offspring, but through him for all the peoples of the
earth. For Paul, it is not that Jewish ritual and tradition are bad things, but by themselves,
they are simply not sufficient to bring us into a right relationship with God. In this week’s
reading, Paul compares the Jewish tradition to a “disciplinarian” that tries to keep us on
the right path until we find our reconciliation with God through Christ’s faithfulness.

Read Galatians 3:23-29

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Galatians 3:23-29 again
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Group Dialogue

e According to Galatians, the commandments or laws serve us as we grow up, but there
comes a point when we can act appropriately without being reminded. Compare these
words to your observations of how a child may behave. Can you affirm the same about
how you act as you grow in faith?

e The text mentions baptism and the meaning of being clothed in Jesus. In the early days of
the church, believers were baptized naked and received a tunic when they came out of the
water. Paul is saying that we are different when we are immersed in the life of the Spirit.
What are some ways of showing these changes (Gal. 5:13-25, to be studied next week)?
[These changes help us act in ways that may be different from our natural reactions.]



e Do you remember any experience when you struggled to do what you felt was right? Did
prayer and reflection on Christian principles help you? Is there a current situation where
you need to ask God for help because what you have to do is hard but morally correct?

e [t is sometimes difficult to do the right thing. What are the major influences when you
make a decision: Your study and understanding of the Bible? Your family? The values
learned through the church? The programs on TV? Movies you have seen or books you
have read? Are there confusing situations that are not easy to solve? How do you decide?

e In the early days of the Christian church, there were people from different ethnic groups,
men and women, and people from various social classes. Paul says that after baptism, all
people belong to God and should be treated accordingly. To accept everybody, no matter
how different they are, we must rely on the power of the Spirit given to us in baptism. Is
there someone or a group of people you need to accept? Will you pray and ask your
friends for prayers to change your attitude?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, or a
similar prayer:

Gracious and loving God, as we receive wisdom from this epistle, we ask you for the
power of the Holy Spirit to help us overcome our differences and work for good in the
world. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



