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Sunday, June 15, 2025 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

 “Crowned with Glory and Honor” 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31, Psalm 8, and Romans 5:1-5 

  
Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants talk about a 
time when they felt awed by nature (a sunrise, mountains, ocean, stars). What did that 
experience made them think about God and their place in the world? 
 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 Context. Proverbs are short, pithy sayings that encapsulate 
conventional wisdom ("the early bird catches the worm," "look before you leap"), and are 
common to all cultures. The book of Proverbs in the Bible is a collection of collections, 
with different groups of sayings gathered together. Attributed to King Solomon, the book 
begins with admonitions to "my child" not to be led astray by those who would commit 
injustice. In this week's reading, "Lady Wisdom" (the word for "wisdom" in both Hebrew 
and Greek is feminine), who had earlier appeared to scold those who had ignored the 
King’s admonitions, appears here to tell of her place in God’s cosmic plan. In the 
prologue of John’s Gospel, the evangelist’s description of the “Word” echoes the role of 
Wisdom described here. In the subsequent interpretation of “wisdom” in the Christian 
church, “Holy Wisdom” becomes another name for Jesus. (This phrase translates the 
Greek Hagia Sophia, the name of the famous sixth-century cathedral built by the Emperor 
Justinian in Constantinople, now Istanbul).    
 
Psalm 8 Context. This week's psalm exalts the majesty of God, especially as the source 
of all creation. In this context, the psalmist marvels at the role God has given to humanity 
to govern creation in God’s stead. 
 
Romans 5:1-5 Context. Paul wrote his letter to the church at Rome probably from 
Corinth, probably sometime around 55 or a little later. His letter serves as something of a 
“letter of introduction,” since at the time of writing, Paul had not yet been to Rome. After 
arguing quite strongly that all have fallen short of God’s glory and stand in need of God’s 
grace – both Jew and non-Jew, this week’s reading describes the experience of Christian 
living: faith, hope, freedom from sin, living to God as God’s Holy Spirit works in and 
through us.   
 
Read Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31, Psalm 8, and Romans 5:1-5 
 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
Read Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31, Psalm 8, and Romans 5:1-5 again  
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Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
 
Group Dialogue 
 

• Who is speaking in Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31? [Wisdom personified is speaking in this 
passage. Wisdom is portrayed as a female figure calling out to people.] 
 

• How does Psalm 8 begin and end? What does it mean that God's name is "majestic in all 
the earth"? 
 

• How does Psalm 8 portray the contrast between human smallness and human 
significance? How are we caring for God’s creation? How is your church doing this? 
How are you living this out? 
 

• What does it mean to be "justified by faith" (Romans 5:1)? [Being justified by faith 
means that we are made right with God, not through our works, but by trusting in Jesus 
Christ for salvation.] 
 

• In Romans 5:1-5, Paul connects suffering to perseverance, character, and hope. Trials 
help us develop perseverance, which refines our character and strengthens our hope in 
God. 
 
One older Japanese-American church member is a docent at a state museum that houses a 
Japanese-American internment camp exhibit.[1] I was driving with him one day, and he 
started to cite Romans 5:3-4, “Affliction produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope.” I knew that he was thinking about the Japanese-
American incarceration and people in his community. It touched me deeply that he 
believes in hope. God's love has been poured into our hearts because his actions show 
that.  
 
When have you experienced suffering that led to growth in endurance, character, and 
hope? 
 

• Think about the people in your life. Who needs encouragement, dignity, or a reminder 
that God values them? What can you do this week—whether through words, service, or 
prayer—to reflect God’s wisdom, love, and honor? 
 
Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
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Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, or a 
similar prayer:  
 
Gracious and wise God, You have crowned us with glory and honor, even though we 
often feel small in this vast world. Help us to seek Your wisdom, to trust in Your plan 
through struggles, and to honor others as You have honored us. May we walk in the 
knowledge that we are deeply loved and called to reflect Your light in the world. Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


