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Sunday, March 30, 2025 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

 “Steadfast Love” 
Psalm 32 and Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

  
Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, 
“What is a ‘distant region’ (Luke 15:13) you have always dreamed of traveling to?” 
 
 
Psalm 32 Context. This week’s psalm describes the psalmist’s experience of sin, 
confession and forgiveness. It shows profound psychological and spiritual insight into the 
distress that comes with alienation from God (sin and the guilt of sin), and the healing 
that comes with confession to God and reconciliation with God. The happiness of the 
righteous/just is described not so much as the result of living a sinless life as the result of 
living a forgiven life: alienation from God seems virtually inescapable in our lives; but 
God’s forgiving love is never withheld from those who seek to be reconciled with God.     
 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 Context. This week’s reading is usually known as the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son. But it is just as much, perhaps even more, a story about the father: the 
father is even more prodigal (excessive) in his love for his son than his son is with his 
spending. We could rename it the Parable of the Prodigal Father and his two Sons. In its 
context the story is aimed at those who consider themselves right with God and look 
down on those they judge to be sinners. The message here is one of the unlimited, 
unqualified, unconditional love of God for God’s children who turn back to God. This 
parable stands literally at the center of Luke’s account of Jesus’ journey from Galilee to 
Jerusalem.    
 
Read Psalm 32 and Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
Read Psalm 32 and Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 again  
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
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Group Dialogue 
 

• Our UMC.org website defines repentance this way:  
Admitting we are wrong and saying we’re sorry can be difficult, but it is integral to our 
faith journeys. The church word for this is repentance. In addition to saying we’re sorry, 
true repentance includes a renewed commitment to a better way. When we repent, we 
turn away from sin and toward God. 
 

• How is repentance (verse 5) life-changing for the psalmist (verses 7-8)? 
 

• Father Greg Boyle, author of Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless 
Compassion comments on the parable of the prodigal son: “The father did not see 'sin'; he saw 
'son.’ Once you see the kind of God we have, there can be no fear. Love drives out all fear.” How 
does the father’s response to the younger son and the elder son help us see deeper into God’s 
grace in our lives?   
 

• How does the father’s “prodigal grace” offend the older brother in particular? Can God’s 
prodigal grace sometimes be offensive to the “older brother” in us? Can you think of an instance 
that comes to mind? 
 

• Henri J.M. Nouwen offers a beautiful exploration of this parable in his book, The Return of the 
Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming. About the older brother, he writes:  
“Resentment and gratitude cannot coexist, since resentment blocks the perception and experience 
of life as a gift. My resentment tells me that I don't receive what I deserve. It always manifests 
itself in envy.”  
 

• How do resentment and envy sometimes play out in family dynamics today? Is there a way 
toward reconciliation? What is it in your experience? 
 

• What would it look like to practice a “prodigal grace” at work, at home, or at school this coming 
week? 
 
Optional Activity – listen to this week's playlist song, “Rainbow” by Kacey Musgraves. 
Steadfast love. What does that mean? Much as we might like it to mean that we will never 
experience problems and life will be easy and happy all the time, that kind of love is a fairy 
tale—and not a very good fairy tale, at that. Psalm 32 offers a richer and more robust account of 
God’s steadfast love—a love that never ends and never fails, no matter what life throws at us. As 
you listen to Kacey Musgraves’ “Rainbow,” take a deep breath and consider how God might be 
calling you to “let go of the umbrella” and trust in God’s steadfast love. 

Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
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Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, or a 
similar prayer:  
 
(The psalmist confesses that his “strength was dried up.” As an entryway into prayer, 
invite group participants to share ways they feel their strength is dried up - in big and 
small ways. Close with this prayer taken from Psalm 32): O God, you are a hiding place 
for us; you protect us from trouble; you surround us with songs of gladness; you watch 
over us. Help us to live into that assurance whatever we face this coming week. Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


