Sunday, April 20, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Steadfast Love”
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 and John 20:1-18

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“What is your favorite Easter memory from childhood?”

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Context. This song of praise and triumph reflects the experience
of the people of God. The first Christians came to understand that “the stone that the
builders rejected” refers to Jesus, who was rejected by the religious leaders of his day, but
who “has become the chief cornerstone” of God’s new relationship with everyone. The
“chief cornerstone” is the very first block that sets the location and orientation of a
building. Everything else about the building is based on the cornerstones. And so
everything about the church is built around Jesus.

John 20:1-18 Context. Mary Magdalene was a well-to-do woman who was one of Jesus’
closest disciples. In John’s Gospel, it is Mary Magdalene who discovers the empty tomb
and tells Peter and John. After Peter and John leave the tomb, Mary remains to mourn for
Jesus. It’s then that she encounters first the angels in the tomb, and then the risen Christ
in the garden, whom she mistakes at first for the gardener. When she realizes who he is,
she tries to “hang on” to him, as though nothing had changed. But Jesus says to her, “Do
not hold on to me,” as though to say, “I will continue to be with you, not in the old way
but in a new way.” Mary Magdalene is the first to proclaim the Good News of Jesus’
resurrection, and she has often been called “the apostle to the apostles.”

Read Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 and 20:1-18

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read 118:1-2, 14-24 and 20:1-18 again
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.
Group Dialogue

The psalmist declares “I shall not die, but I shall live...” (verse 17). From what you read in this
psalm, what accounts for this confidence?



As you read this well-known story from John 20 again, what details do you notice for the first
time? How do these “new” details add to your understanding of the story?

Mary is the only one who sees the angels sitting where Jesus had been lying. She is the only one
who encounters Jesus at the tomb. What do you think accounts for this?

The words are attributed to Oscar Romero: “There are many things that can only be seen through
eyes that have cried.” Mary saw Jesus through eyes that had cried. What do you think this means
for Jesus’ disciples today?

Mary says to the gardener (she does not yet know it is Jesus), “Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” There is an intrepidness about Mary
that opens her life to a different experience of Jesus. How does a fear of “getting involved” close
our lives off to miracles?

What is the significance for us in Jesus’ words to Mary, “Do not touch me...But go to my
brothers”? Where is Jesus sending you to bring good news this coming week?

Optional Activity — Listen to this week's playlist song, “Light of a Clear Blue Morning” by
Dolly Parton.

We’ve come through the shadows of Holy Week, and Easter morning has dawned again. Christ
is risen! Whether 2,000 years ago or today, this is a simple, yet irrational declaration: Christ

is risen! We don’t fully understand Resurrection. We can’t make logical sense of it. But it is
perfect and fitting for God, whose steadfast love endures forever because even death cannot stop
Love. So, listen and sing along with Dolly Parton’s “Light of a Clear Blue Morning,” giving
thanks to God whose love never ends, never fails, and brings us into new life today and every
day.

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, or a
similar prayer:

May we see things that can be seen only through eyes that have cried, Lord Jesus. May
we hear your voice. May we waste no time in going to our siblings with the thrilling news
of an empty tomb and the hope that does not disappoint. Alleluia. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven



hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



