Sunday, March 23, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“My Soul Clings”
Psalm 63:1-8 and Luke 13:1-9

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, “Is
it easy or hard for you to fall asleep? Why? What keeps you awake at night?

Psalm 63:1-8 Context. This week’s psalm has the superscription: “A Psalm of David,
when he was in the Wilderness of Judah,” a time when David was on the run from King
Saul who was trying to kill him. The words express the psalmist’s desire to be in God’s
presence, and that the psalmist’s life is entirely in God’s hands. For the psalmist, God’s
“steadfast love is better than life.”

Luke 13:1-9 Context. This week’s reading concludes a section of Luke’s account that
stresses the need to prepare for the coming of God’s kingdom, and that time is running
out for repentance. When reports of calamity come his way, Jesus goes beyond the
conventional thinking that calamity is simply the result of sin and makes “the point that
life 1s uncertain, death is capricious, and judgment is inevitable” (New Interpreter’s
Bible, 9.270). He ends with a parable of the fruitless fig tree, introducing a season of
forbearance and thus inserting a hint of mercy and grace into an otherwise grim prospect.
(Notes to the text: although the particular act of Pilate described here is not recorded
outside the Bible, other similar instances of his barbarity are; the Pool of Siloam was in
the southern end of Jerusalem and may have had something to do with the collapse of the
tower which was most likely part of the city wall.)

Read Psalm 63:1-8 and Luke 13:1-9

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have,
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Psalm 63:1-8 and Luke 13:1-9 again

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with.



Group Dialogue

Bearing fruit is an important theme in Jesus’ teaching ministry (Matthew 3:10, Luke 5: 43-44,
John 15:5-8). Why do you think “bearing fruit” is important for Jesus’ followers and what does it
look like?

How is staying in love with God (Psalm 63) vital to bearing fruit?
“I will meditate on you in the watches of the night.” What does it mean to meditate on God?

Rather than speculate on who the “worse sinner or worse offender” is in the two incidents
mentioned in Luke 13:1-5, Jesus turns the focus back on the questioners, warning them to repent.
How is Jesus’ sharp retort a helpful word to us?

In the parable, the man working in the vineyard recommends practicing patience with the barren
fig tree. What people or situations is God inviting you to practice patience with this coming
week? What would “digging around it and putting manure on it” look like?

Optional Activity — listen to this week's playlist song. “Light of Home” by U2.

To what do you cling? Psalm 63 invites us to reflect on where we find security and sustenance
when we are desperate, disillusioned, or in danger. Yes, we need food, water, and shelter. Yes,
we need community that protects us when we feel threatened and alone. Yet underneath these
basic needs is something even more necessary: God. As you listen to U2’s “Light of Home,”
consider: “When you are surrounded by chaos and turmoil, how do you find security,
confidence, and home in God?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you
to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, or a
similar prayer:

O God, you are our God, help us to seek you with every fiber of our being, to praise you
with every breath, to cling to you as if our lives depended upon it. Because they do.
Reach down and hold us up, God. Hold us up. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.



Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



