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Sunday, March 16, 2025 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

 “Conceal Me” 
Psalm 27 and Luke 13:31-35 

  
Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) Psalm 27 alludes to God as a stronghold in our lives. In 
pairs or groups of three, have participants answer, “Where have you connected with forts 
in your life? Did you build them as a child? Have you visited famous forts or fortresses?” 
 
Psalm 27 Context. This week’s psalm has two parts: the first, a profession of faith and 
trust; the second, a prayer for help with a restatement of the psalmist’s trust at the end. 
Traditionally considered a psalm of David, its words fit as well the context of Abraham, 
who continues to trust in God, not only in the present, but also for the long term. 
 
Luke 13:31-35 Context. Following his temptation in the desert, Jesus began his ministry 
in the region of Galilee. Eventually he headed for Jerusalem and what he knew would be 
the end of his mission. Luke plays up Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, and several of the best 
known Lucan parables (the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son) are told “on the road.” In 
this week’s reading, Jesus is warned to flee Herod Antipas (the son of Herod the Great of 
the Christmas story) who ruled the region of Galilee. Herod Antipas lived a life of luxury 
and excess and was denounced by John the Baptist – whom Antipas had executed. Luke 
does not tell us why Herod wanted to kill Jesus; perhaps he was motivated by Jesus’ 
connection to John the Baptist, or perhaps by the fear of anyone who could attract a 
following (his first act had been to put down a rebellion after his father died). Antipas 
will resurface in the story of the trial of Jesus. For his part, Jesus responds to the warning 
by saying that nothing will get in the way of his mission that must end in Jerusalem with 
his death. He laments over Jerusalem, and foretells the destruction of the city (“see, your 
house is left for you”).   
 
Read Psalm 27 and Luke 13:31-35 
 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you have, 
or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
Read Psalm 27 and Luke 13:31-35 again  
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are with. 
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Group Dialogue 
 

• There seems to be no end to things we should be afraid of in these uncertain times. But Psalm 27, 
and indeed, all of scripture says, “Do not be afraid” over and over. What are some of the ways 
Psalm 27 invites us to respond to our fears?   
 

• Psalm 27:10 is one of the most poignant verses in all of scripture: “If my father and mother 
forsake me, the Lord will take me up.” It’s a verse that cries out, “Can I get a witness?” Do you 
have a testimony or story of being found and taken up by God when no one else was there for 
you? 
 

• How does Jesus model a confident trust in God for us in Luke 13:31-35?   
 

• What do we learn about the life of faith in these verses? [1. It will bring us into conflict with 
powers in high places. 2. We continue our ministries of healing and comfort in good times and 
bad. We don’t turn back. 3. We enter places in the world others fear to enter. Can you think of 
others?] 

• Both the psalmist in Psalm 27:10 and Jesus in Luke 13:34 call to mind those who feel utterly 
alone and undefended. Who in your circle of awareness needs you to spread your wings and 
gather them in, as Jesus longed to do? 
 

• The preaching notes for this week offer an exquisitely beautiful invitation:  
You want to overcome fear? Seek God’s face. Seriously. This isn’t a cliche to make you 
feel better. It is a program for ridding yourself and the world of fear. Seek God’s face. Set 
yourself the task of looking for God at work in the world. We claim to believe God is at 
work among us; we claim to believe God is at work within us. So, look. Look for God’s 
face in the face of the stranger serving you your lunch, working on your car, asking for a 
handout. Look for God’s face in the gestures of kindness in this terrible world, in the 
opportunities to laugh and sing, in the moments of grace with loved ones, in the passion 
of body and soul. Seek God’s face in the beauty of music, in the wonder of the world 
around you. You’re on a mission. If you fill up your life with the search for God, you 
won’t have time to fear. 
How can we prepare ourselves to look for God this coming week? How can we keep a mission 
mindset? 

Optional Activity – listen to this week's playlist song, “Head Above Water” by Avril 
Lavigne. 
Like many of us, the writer of Psalm 27 knows trouble, as does Jesus when he is confronted by 
the Pharisees attempting to scare him into being quiet or, at the very least, getting out of town 
(Luke 13:31). Yet both the psalmist and Jesus do an odd thing when faced with threats: they stay 
the course. They refuse to be swallowed up and swayed by fear. Instead, they root themselves in 
God, whose steadfast love conceals and protects, whose love keeps their heads above water. As 
you listen to Avril Lavigne’s “Head Above Water,” consider the storms in your life that you 
need God to see you through. 
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Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling you 
to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following, or a 
similar prayer:  
 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


