Sunday, March 2, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Astounded at the Greatness”
Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a)

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer: What thoughts, memories, or images come to mind when you hear the
words, “mountaintop experience’?

Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a). Context. This week's reading falls into two parts: the first
is the story of the Transfiguration of Jesus, and the second is the healing of the
epileptic boy. The Transfiguration is a classic theophany, i.e., revelation of God:
Jesus’ appearance “changes” and his clothes appear dazzling. The scene takes
place on “the mountain,” and is surrounded by the glory of Moses and Elijah, the
greatest religious leaders of Israel. They discuss Jesus’ imminent “departure” (in
Greek: “exodos”). Their mighty works were echoed in the deeds of Jesus:
commanding the sea, reviving the dead, feeding the multitude, etc. Not only was
Jesus worthy of their company, but as the voice from the cloud proclaims, “This is
my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” But the disciples didn’t understand — even
Peter, who had eight days before confessed Jesus as the Messiah. The second part
of the reading expresses Jesus’ growing impatience with those who couldn’t
understand what was happening in their midst, his desire to get on with his
mission, and his inexhaustible willingness to make whole the brokenness that
confronted him.

Read Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a)

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.



Group Dialogue

e What happened to Jesus when he was at prayer on the mountain? (Luke
9:290.]

e Whom did Peter, John, and James see with Jesus on the mountain? [ (Luke
9:30).]

e What conversation did they overhear? [Note that eight days earlier (Luke
9:28), Jesus had told his disciples of his suffering, death, and resurrection
(Luke 9:21).]

e After the glorious sight of Jesus, Moses and Elijah Peter proposed erecting a
tent for each of them on the mountain. What do you think he hoped to
accomplish? What would you say was his motivation?

e Luke 9:34-35 says, “While he was saying this, a cloud came and
overshadowed them, and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then
from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to
him!””

o What might they be called to do in light of this revelation?

e The preaching note tells us: “That seems to be what this odd little moment on
the top of the mountain was all about—embracing the change, trusting in the
one who brings us through; more than that, trusting in the one who calls us to
change to become more, to become like him.”

o What change will you embrace so that you may grow more like Jesus?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:



God, we come to you, releasing our hardness of hearing and our resistance to
change. Please open our ears and loosen our grip on the comfortable so that we can
listen to Jesus and follow him whether he leads to the mountaintops or the

valleys. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



