Sunday, January 26, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“As Was His Custom”
Luke 4:14-21

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, "What were your family's religious or spiritual customs, traditions, or
practices when you were growing up?"

Luke 4:14-21. Context. Last week we encountered the "inaugural" event of Jesus'
ministry as John recorded it: the wedding feast at Cana. This week's reading is the
"inaugural" event of Jesus' ministry as Luke recorded it. In John, Jesus' ministry is
announced with the sign of turning vast amounts of water into a superabundance of
wine that pointed to the joy that awaits those who would turn to the light of the
Kingdom of God. Here, Jesus comes as a teacher, announcing his anointing by the
Holy Spirit and proclaiming the good news of freedom from oppression of all
kinds - economic, social, physical and spiritual. In Luke the Kingdom of God is all
about freedom.

Read Luke 4:14-21

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Luke 4:14-21 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

After the temptation in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-13), Where does Jesus go? What
impact had he already made?

After he left Galilee, where does Jesus go? What day is it?

Why did Jesus choose to read from the book of Isaiah? What message did he
share?



“Jesus let the scroll roll up in his hand like a window blind and then handed it to
the dazed attendant, and then he sat down—mnot because he was done. That’s what
it sounds like to us. But no, rabbis taught sitting down. Y ou stand to read out of
respect for the Word, but then you sit to explain and expound and apply. ... They
expected a lecture on the text when Jesus sat down. Instead, they got a nine-word
sermon: “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing”

What is the importance of Jesus claiming to fulfill this prophecy?

Jesus speaks of bringing good news, release, and recovery to those in need. How
might you embody this message in your community? Think about specific people
or situations where you could bring hope or assistance.

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Holy God, as we leave this gathering, may Your Spirit guide us to live out Jesus’
call to love, serve, and liberate. Open our eyes to see the needs around us; open our
hearts to respond with grace. Send us as messengers of Y our hope and

peace. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power



and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



