Sunday, February 9, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Left Everything and Followed”
Luke 5:1-11

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants think of a
time when you labored in the usual way, expecting the usual success but your efforts resulted in
unusual failure. What thoughts came to mind? Describe your emotions. What did you feel like
doing—or not doing—next?

Luke 5:1-11. Context. This week's reading provides Luke's version of the calling
of the first disciples, Simon Peter, James and John. Unlike Matthew and Mark,
Luke gives more of a reason for why the disciples follow Jesus: not only had Jesus
healed Peter's mother-in-law (4:38-39), but now they would experience the special
quality of Jesus' character in the amazing catch of fish on the lake of Gennesaret

( = sea of Galilee). Peter confesses his unworthiness to be in Jesus' presence; but
Jesus uses this moment to call Peter to join him in his ministry.

Read Luke 5:1-11

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Luke 5:1-11 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

e What did Jesus see and experience that drew him to Simon’s boat? [Luke 5:1-2]
e What did Jesus request of Simon? [Luke 5:3]

e Luke 5:4 tells us that “When he (Jesus) had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out
into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.”” Why would Simon, an
experienced fisherman, consider these instructions nonsense? [In the preaching notes, we
learn that “fishing was done at night in those days. The fishermen would spend the night
in the shallows, tossing their nets and pulling in the catch. Then as dawn broke, they



would bring the fish to shore and sell them at the market.” The preaching notes go on to
say that Jesus’ approach was “. . .against his (Simon’s) better judgment . . . and. . . wasn’t
the way things were done in his business . . . ”’]

o What is the significance of Simon addressing Jesus as “Master”” when he
expressed his resistance, then his compliance?

o What do you estimate is Simon’s level of commitment to fishing Jesus’ way?

“Peter knew he was in over his head. ‘Go away from me.’ That’s the first thing he thinks to say
in the face of someone who lived so much more deeply than he did. ‘Go away I can’t handle it;
I’m not good enough for it; [ don’t have the strength.”

e  When have you felt “in over your head” in your efforts to follow Jesus? What guidance
does Simon’s honest outburst to Jesus offer you for growing through such times?

In response to Simon’s confession, Jesus gifted him with both comfort and calling when he said,
“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people” (Luke 5:10). And Simon, along
with his partners James and John, left everything—including that astonishing catch of fish—to
go deeper with Jesus.

e What will you do to sense Jesus’ comfort and calling in the midst of life’s challenges?
What do you need to leave behind to follow Jesus’ invitation to go deeper? How can your
faith community help you hear and follow Jesus?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God, who is ever present with us in our struggles, give us the trust to come to you as we
are. Gant us the courage to embrace what you call us to embrace and release what you
call us to release, so that we can be the disciples you call us to be. In Jesus’ name, we
pray, Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven



hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



