Sunday, February 23, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Do to Others”
Luke 6:27-38

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer: Fill in the blank: An enemy is a person who

Luke 6:27-38. Context. In the first part of his “Sermon on the Plain”, as this
discourse is sometimes called, Jesus assures the poor of God’s blessing and God’s
judgement on the rich who oppress the poor. But this is not a call for the poor to
rise up violently against the rich; on the contrary, the next section of the discourse
insists on loving your enemies. What does that mean in concrete terms? Do you
really want to know? In this reading Jesus tells you what it really means to fulfill
them.

Read Luke 6:27-38

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Luke 6:27-38 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

e In this continuation of the Sermon on the Plain, how does Jesus fill in the blank:
An enemy is a person who . [1.e.: hates, curses, mistreats, strikes, takes
things that do not belong to them (Luke 6:27-30).]

e How does Jesus teach us to behave toward enemies? (Luke 6:27-31, 34 and 37).

e What might a contemporary Christian need to let go of to practice loving

behavior toward enemies? What would a contemporary Christian be called to
embrace?



e What might you say to counter the objections of a disciple who struggles with
this teaching?

The preaching notes advise: “From your safe place, you pray for God’s healing and
God’s love to transform the abuser. Leave behind the inclination to return the hurt
as you have been hurt. It doesn’t help with healing. It doesn’t make right what has
been a horrible wrong. Let it go and love. Love from a distance. Or better yet, pray
that God’s love can do what your love is incapable of at the moment. Pray that God
will step in and love your enemies.”

e What one loving action can you take in response to an enemy while
safeguarding yourself from continued harm?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God of love and compassion, we open our hearts to you. Please do your work in us
so that we can become merciful as you are merciful. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



