Sunday, February 16, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Rejoice in that Day”
Luke 6:17-26

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
answer, “When do you use the word ‘blessed’ to describe yourself?”

Luke 6:17-26. Context. This week's reading is Luke’s version of the Beatitudes.
Unlike the version in Matthew which takes place on a “mountain” (the Sermon on
the Mount), Luke puts Jesus on a “level place” (the Sermon on the Plain) and gives
a counterpoint of woes to the blessings with which he opens his remarks.
Matthew’s Jesus blesses those who are “poor in spirit,” and those who “hunger and
thirst after righteousness,” but Luke’s Jesus blesses those who are “poor” and
“hungry.” Luke is not one to shy away from pointing to the very real poverty of
those who would follow Jesus. Can a person follow Jesus and keep his or her
wealth? In a word, No. Luke is keenly aware of the attraction of the comforts of
this life and insists that those who would turn and follow Jesus must turn away
from them. The true prophets were spurned by their contemporaries for
denouncing the attachment to things, an attitude that bred envy, greed and hatred;
those “prophets” who gained favor with the crowd, who preached that God did not
require a just, even radical, sharing of the things of this life, were false prophets,
who betrayed and misrepresented God’s will.

Read Luke 6:17-26

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Luke 6:17-26 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

e Who was in the crowd that gathered at that level place with Jesus? (Luke 6:17).



e Why did they come? (Luke 6:18).]

e To whom in the crowd did Jesus direct this teaching? (Luke 6:20). Note the
many uses of the pronouns “you” and “yours” that emphasize the focus on these
followers. Last week, we read that Simon, James, and John left everything to
follow Jesus. Consider that leaving finances, relationships, and more could lead
to poverty, grief, tears, and ostracism.

e Imagine Jesus delivering this sermon from the pulpit of your church during a
Sunday morning service.
o What would you think and feel as you heard this sermon? Why?
o How do you think your congregation would react to hearing these
blessings and woes from Jesus? Why?

The preaching notes tell us, “The kingdom that is offered is a community, a
relationship of healing and hope. That relationship is, of course, first and foremost
with Jesus the Christ, the author of hope, the source of healing. But it is lived in the
here and now, in the everyday, with the human community we call the church, a
place of acceptance and inclusion.”

How can knowing that the “here-and-now” kingdom of God is yours embolden
you to rejoice and consider yourself blessed when you suffer loss or hardship
because of your discipleship to Jesus?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Ever present God, help us to trust you and abide in your kingdom. Lead us and
guide us to open our love, our hearts, our resources to those who have not, those

who hunger, those who hurt. We pray in the name of Jesus, the Healer. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....



Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



