Sunday, January 5, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“They All Gather Together”
Isaiah 60:1-6 and Matthew 2:1-12

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) Divide participants into pairs or groups of three. Ask,
“Did you make any New Year’s resolutions? What was the most memorable New Year’s
resolution, whether you kept it or not?”

Isaiah 60:1-6. Context. The book of Isaiah falls into two main sections: chapters
1-39 record the oracles and prophecies of Isaiah of Jerusalem, whose ministry
spans the second half of the 8th century BC (roughly 742-690); chapters 40-66
reflect the ministry of an anonymous servant who suffered and was killed in the
closing days of the Exile in Babylon (which ended with the conquest of Babylon
by Cyrus the Persian in 539 BC), including an "epilogue" of sorts in chapters 55-66
that describe the struggles of the suffering servant's followers as the people return
to Jerusalem and begin to rebuild. What ties the different parts of Isaiah together is
the theme of the special place of Jerusalem in God's relationship to God's people
and God's covenant with David. In the first part of the book, the message is
frequently one of judgment for having forsaken the covenant; in the second part,
coming as it does at a time when the nation had been crushed, the message tends to
be one of hope. This week's reading is a message of hope addressed to Jerusalem,
as the people pick up the pieces of their broken lives. Note the gifts of gold and
frankincense that are associated with the restoration/salvation of Jerusalem, which
in turn became a symbol for the Kingdom of God. (Midian and Ephah, mentioned
below, were ancient kingdoms along the western coast of the Arabian peninsula;
Sheba is generally thought to be modern day Yemen.)

Matthew 2:1-12. Context. The Christmas season ends 12 days after the Feast of
the Nativity (December 25th) with the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6. This
feast celebrates the Revelation (= Epiphany) to the Gentiles, that is, to the peoples
who are not Jews. Only Matthew tells the story of the "wise men from the East,"
who would have been astrologers living in the Persian Empire. Only Matthew tells
us about the role of King Herod, and reminds us that Jesus' birth was surrounded
not only with adoring angels and shepherds, but also with darkness and danger. To
the gifts of gold and frankincense that we read of in Isaiah, is added the gift of
myrrh, a precious ointment frequently used in preparing bodies for burial.



Read Isaiah 60:1-6 and Matthew 2:1-12

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Isaiah 60:1-6 and Matthew 2:1-12 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

What does Isaiah 60:1 ("Arise, shine, for your light has come") mean? How do you interpret the
imagery of light in this passage?

Who were the wise men, and why did they come to Jerusalem?
How did King Herod react to the news of Jesus' birth, and why?

The wise men/magi traveled from afar to worship Jesus, recognizing him as the king, despite
cultural and geographical differences. What does this teach us about seeking truth and unity
beyond our differences? Imagine your church as a place where people from all walks of life
come together, much as the wise men/magi came from different lands. What steps could you take
to build an inclusive and welcoming community?

“That is one of the things we forget to pay attention to, our need to worship. It’s not just a need
but a longing, a deep longing that nothing else will fill. We are incomplete without it; we are
missing something of significance. Epiphany is an opportunity to fill that void, to make us
whole.”
o As we are at the beginning of the year, what ways do you plan to worship God this
year?
o “They All Gather Together” is the theme for today. What can you do to gather
together to worship Jesus?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.



Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Gracious God, we thank You for Your light that has come into the world, guiding us out
of darkness and into Your glorious presence. Just as the nations and the magi were drawn
to Your light, may we gather together in unity and worship, celebrating our diversity.
Help us create a welcoming and inclusive community that reflects Your love for all
people. Guide our actions and hearts this week as we strive to connect with others and
grow in understanding. In Jesus' name, we pray, Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



