Sunday, January 19, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“What Concern is That?”
John 2:1-11

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants
discuss, “Think about a time when you were in a familiar place but experienced
something unexpected.”

John 2:1-11. Context. The Gospel of John is commonly divided into two parts:
The Book of Signs and the Book of Glory. The first part centers on a series of
seven events that the Evangelist calls "signs," acts which Jesus performs that point
like signs to God. The second part of John's Gospel is the story of Jesus' suffering,
death and resurrection, which the Evangelist commonly calls the exaltation or
glorification of Jesus. The story of the wedding at Cana is the beginning of the
series of Jesus' "signs," located in time on "the third day" of Jesus' ministry. This
story is not simply a story of events: there are symbolic and theological overtones
in virtually every detail. The setting itself is suggestive of the final verse of the
passage from Isaiah that speaks of God as bridegroom and Zion as bride. When
Jesus addresses his mother as "Woman" (a normal form of address, but unusual
when addressed to one's mother), it suggests that their biological relationship might
not be the most important, recalling what Jesus says elsewhere: "who are my
mother and my brothers? ... Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister
and mother" (Mark 3:3). When he asks, "What concern is that to you and to me?"
his question implies that he has come to do only the will of God, not simply to
meet any need that comes along. When he says, "My hour has not yet come," he
refers to the "hour" of his glorification, that is, his death and resurrection,
suggesting that whatever he might do in the present moment will point to the
revealing of his/God's glory. The essential characteristic of this sign, a
superabundance of wine, is a metaphor in the Bible for the joyous arrival of God's
new age. Finally, when the steward says to the bridegroom, "you have kept the
good wine until now," the reader knows that the steward has misunderstood who
the true bridegroom is - Jesus, whose bride is the church.

Read John 2:1-11

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?



Read John 2:1-11 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue
Where did the scripture take place? Why is it significant?

In John 2:1-11, Jesus responds to Mary by saying, “What concern is that to you
and to me?” Why do you think he responded this way? How does his response set
the stage for the miracle that follows?

Jesus uses stone jars meant for purification to perform the miracle. What might this
choice symbolize about his mission or message?

What does the transformation of water into wine reveal about Jesus’ identity and
mission?

“Where is our mission field? That’s the question behind this week’s theme for
Ordinary Time. And the quick answer is, right where you are. Sometimes we are
called to the wider world, to venture out into unknown places to make disciples.
But most of the time, we are called to be at work in the community that surrounds
us. We are called to be witnesses to the grace and goodness of God where we live,
work, and play”.

The servants at the wedding played a role in Jesus’ miracle (filling jars with water).
What does this teach us about our part in God’s mission field? Where are we?

What is one small action you can take this week to bring God’s grace and goodness
into a familiar setting in your life?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.



Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Gracious and loving God, thank You for meeting us in our everyday moments and
revealing Y our power in the familiar. Help us open our hearts to Your
transformative love this week so that we may embrace the ordinary with eyes of
faith. Guide us to see how You work in our lives and empower us to respond with
trust and gratitude. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



