Sunday, January 12, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“I Will Be With You!”
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“When were you baptized? Do you remember what it was like? If you have not been
baptized, what images come to mind when you hear the word ‘baptism’?”

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22. Context. In Luke’s Gospel, we move quickly from the
account of Jesus’ infancy and his visit to the Temple as a “tween” to the preaching
of John the Baptist. Luke gives us a taste of his fiery preaching and his
condemnation of sin — but also the ethical teaching he has for those who would like
to repent of their sin and to “bear fruits worthy of repentance.” In the opening
verses of this week’s reading, the people inquire of John’s relationship to the
Messiah and he answers them. Passed over in this week’s reading is the account
that Luke gives of John’s arrest by Herod Antipas — before even a reference to
Jesus’ baptism. In this way, Luke signals that John’s ministry has ended before the
voice from heaven announces the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Luke adds the
detail that Jesus was praying when he experienced the gift of the Holy Spirit,
signaling here the importance of prayer in Luke’s understanding of the Christian
life.

Read Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

What were the people wondering about John the Baptist in Luke 3:15?



What did John say he baptized with? What did Jesus use to baptize?
What significant event happened when Jesus was baptized?
How could you apply this message of being loved and affirmed by God in your daily lives?

Considering the message and the example of John and Jesus, how do you discern your own
calling and mission within the church and your personal lives? What criteria should you use to
evaluate whether you are following God's will?

“That’s the promise. Baptism doesn’t mean safety or security. Just ask Jesus. It means presence.
It means community. That’s our gift; that’s the joy--for us and then through us to the world.
That’s what we have to offer. There are no secret answers, no quick fixes, no easy steps to a
better life; there is presence. ‘Best of all,” John Wesley supposedly said on his deathbed, ‘God is

299

with us’”.
o What will you do this week to live out the assurance that God is with you? How
can you remind yourself and others of God's constant presence and love?
o How might you integrate this assurance into your community and church
activities? How can you embody God's presence and love in your interactions with
others?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

Gracious God, we thank You for the powerful reminder that You are always with us. As
we reflect on Jesus' baptism and the affirmation of Your love, help us embrace our
identity as Your beloved children. Guide us to live out Your love in our daily lives and to
support one another in our journeys. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



