Sunday, February 2, 2025 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study

“In Your Hometown”
Luke 4:21-30

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
"Where is your hometown, and what do you think people who knew you as a child would
say about you now?"

Luke 4:21-30. Context. This week's reading follows on last week's, where Jesus
read from the scroll of Isaiah at the synagogue during the Sabbath service. The
passage (from Isaiah 61) proclaimed healing and liberation through the prophet
who was anointed by God's Spirit. When Jesus finished reading, he sat down and
began to teach, as we read in the opening verse. The crowd was pleased; but it
seems that what they expected was a privileged, if not exclusive, place in the
fulfillment of God's promises. Jesus throws their expectations back on them,
reminding them that God worked through the most celebrated of Israel's prophets,
Elijah and Elisha, to bless not the people of Israel, but pagan foreigners (the widow
of Zarephath, a Phoenican, and Naaman, a Syrian). His words scandalized and
enraged them.

Read Luke 4:21-30

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Luke 4:21-30again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

What does Jesus declare to the people in the synagogue after reading from Isaiah? What is its
significance?

How do the people initially respond to Jesus’ message, and what questions do they ask



Which two Old Testament stories does Jesus reference? Why do these references anger the
people in the synagogue?

How do the people of Nazareth respond to Jesus after he challenges their beliefs?

Jesus’ words and actions in Nazareth were both affirming and challenging. In what ways does his
message challenge us today? How can we ensure we are open to God’s work, even when it
doesn’t align with our expectations or comfort zones?

Reflect on one way you can step outside your comfort zone this week to share God’s love with
someone who might feel like an “outsider.” What action will you commit to that reflects Jesus’
inclusive and challenging message?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following,
or a similar prayer:

God of all, as You sent Jesus to speak truth and offer redemption, so You send us to live
boldly as Your disciples. When we face resistance, grant us courage; when we encounter
need, grant us compassion. Send us into the world as faithful reflections of Your love.
Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



