Sunday, December 1, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Preparation”
Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke 21:25-36

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) To jumpstart conversation, go around the group and
have people name a particular trick, habit, or “pet peeve” about preparing for a major
event, occasion, or celebration. Then, invite folks to huddle in pairs or threes to say more
about what they had shared. [For example, “When I was a teenager, | dreaded having
special company over for dinner, because inevitably, my mother would prepare an
elaborate feast that required the use of just about every single appliance, cookware, and
utensil that we owned...and I was usually the ’human dishwasher.””]

Jeremiah 33:14 -16. Context. Jeremiah's prophetic carrier spanned over 40 years
which witnessed some of the most critical events in the life of God's people. A few
years after the beginning of Jeremiah's ministry, King Josiah had retaken the region
of the former northern kingdom that had been under Assyrian control and had
proposed a thoroughgoing reform of Israelite religion: suppressing all shrines to
foreign gods (a fact of life under foreign domination) suppressing even all Israelite
shrines outside Jerusalem, and centralizing worship in the Temple (622 BC). But
Josiah was killed (609 BC) as he tried to intervene in the larger contest between
Egypt, Assyria and Babylon -- a contest ultimately won by Babylon. Later, when
King Zedekiah sought to rebel against Babylonian over lordship, the Babylonian
army crushed Jerusalem, looted and burned the Temple, and exiled to Babylon a
large portion of the population of the city (587 BC). Jeremiah was content to stay
in Jerusalem, but was taken to Egypt with other refugees who feared further
reprisals from the Babylonians. The book of Jeremiah is a compilation of the
prophet's oracles together with stories of his encounters with Judah's rulers. Prior
to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Exile, Jeremiah's words tend to be words of
judgment upon the pride of the people who thought that they, not God, were in
control of their destiny. In the wake of the destruction, Jeremiah's words turn to
hope and forgiveness for a crushed and broken people. This week's reading reflects
the latter perspective, and speaks directly to the ultimate fulfillment of God's
covenant with David.

Luke 21:25-36. Context. This week's reading is the conclusion of Jesus' final
teaching, as Luke records it, in the last few days before his crucifixion, death, and



resurrection. Like the parallel passages in Matthew and Mark, here Jesus warns his
disciples of the terrors and chaos that they will experience after his death, and
before his coming again. The signs that God's Kingdom is about to be fulfilled
include cosmic events that Jesus assures his disciples are to be welcomed, and not
feared.

Read Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke 21:25-36

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke 21:25-36 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

What words or phrases from the two lectionary selections catch your attention? Why? [nations
confused; fear and foreboding; justice and righteousness; days are surely coming...] Do you hear
any resonance between what is expressed in the Jeremiah and Luke passages and what we hear in
wider culture and society today? [divisive politics; the fear and foreboding of war; confusion in
an age of disinformation; the “average Christian” may not know what to make of “end times” ...]

When flustered by the fullness, busyness, and messiness of everyday life, what helps keep you
grounded? What helps direct you to hope?

Do you think it is okay to not have hope? Why or why not?

Jeremiah 33:14-16 is in a section that biblical scholars refer to as the “Book of Comfort.” It
doesn’t offer a recipe for hope; instead, it stokes the imagination for what the future could be. It
envisions a day when Israel and Judah will have rulers (kings) who are “just” and “righteous”
(33:15) and priests who will care and mediate and intercede for the people (v. 17). Today, what
visions dare we have:

« for our political leaders?

o for our religious leaders?

o for the young “prophets” in our churches and communities?

The exhortation in Luke 21:34 reads: ““Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down.”
How will you commit to being on guard in this season of Advent? [e.g., take up the practice of

“paying attention” as a daily spiritual discipline.]

Closing Reflection Question



How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or
a similar prayer:

Perfecting God, when our lives spill over in fullness, busyness, and messiness; when we
are overwhelmed with fear and foreboding thoughts; when we struggle in yearning for
things to be better, brighter, fairer for our communities, our nation, and world, help us
pay attention, live in anticipation, and see glimpses of you breaking into our lives in
places and moments we least expect. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



