Sunday, October 6, 2024 — Easter Hill United Methodist Church
Bible Study
“Such as These”
Mark 10:2-16

Open with a word of prayer

Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants answer,
“How do you think Jesus invites us to receive others into the kingdom of God?”

Mark 10:2-16. Context. In Jesus' day, the ideal of marriage was that it was
indissoluble, and this was to be especially true of the rulers of the people. In asking
their question, the Pharisees are tempting Jesus to be critical of the polygamous
relationships among the rulers of the region - the same rulers who had jailed and
put to death John the Baptist for making just such a criticism. Jesus turns the
question back on them, pointing out that what is important is what God intended to
be the rule in human relations, not the human conventions and social norms that
distort or nullify God’s intentions. Jesus reinforces this point by being critical of
the disciples for treating children according to the social norms of the day.

Read Mark 10:2-16

What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text?

Read Mark 10:2-16 again -

Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are
with.

Group Dialogue

Who is testing Jesus? What are they focusing on? [Read Mark 10:2-5]

Why do you think Jesus focuses on the law? How is this different from his teaching and
example? [Read Mark 10:6-12. Discuss how Jesus uses marriage and the law to reveal the values
and emphases of the culture. As the disciples question Jesus more about the law and marriage, he
invites them to reconsider how they understand divorce and marriage. Jesus invites them to see
the law differently.]



Note the transition from the conversation around law and marriage to people bringing little
children to Jesus and his disciples rebuking them.

How does Jesus, as a teacher, invite his disciples to reconsider how they view people
coming to him with questions or to receive blessings? [Read Mark 10:13-14. Discuss
what it means for places of worship to receive children or other groups of people and
receive blessings from the congregation, even if they differ from those normally present.]

The Preaching Note for today, October 6, says, “‘Let them come,” he says. That means that how
we treat children and what we allow done to children or not done to children is what we do to the
kingdom of God.”

What does it mean to you that what we allow done to children or not done to children is
what we do to the kingdom of God?

“And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.” (Mark
10:16). How is your church blessing children and responding as Jesus would respond to them?
How could your church bless children in your congregation and community?

Closing Reflection Question

How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling
you to do?

Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.

Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or
a similar prayer:

Loving God, we come before you as children hungry to learn and grow in our faith. Help
us to reflect on the grace you have given us and to give thanks. Open our eyes so we
might continue to love you and others more deeply with questions and curiosity. Help us
to bless and welcome others just as you so graciously and warmly welcome us. In
Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen.

And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer....

Our Father who art in Heaven
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



