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Sunday, October 20, 2024 – Easter Hill United Methodist Church 
Bible Study 

 “Not to be Served” 
Mark 10:17-31 

  
Open with a word of prayer 
 
Gathering Time (5-10 minutes) In pairs or groups of three, have participants 
answer, “What are characteristics you associate with someone in the role of 
‘servant’?” 
 
Mark 10:35-45. Context. Two of Jesus' closest disciples, James and John, wanted 
to jump to the head of the line in the kingdom that Jesus was inaugurating. Jesus 
wasn't sure that they, or any of the other disciples, really understood that his 
kingdom wasn't like any ordinary kingdom, where leaders wielded great power and 
everyone else served them. Rather, in Jesus' kingdom, the first would be those who 
served the rest, even to the point of death.   
 
Read Mark 10:35-45 
 
What touches your heart, what do you hear in the scripture, what questions do you 
have, or what doesn’t make sense to you in the text? 
 
Read Mark 10:35-45 again -    
 
Write down your thoughts or share your thoughts with the person or group you are 
with. 
 
 Group Dialogue 
 

• Who is asking to sit at the right and left of Jesus in glory? (Mark 10:35) 
 

• What role does Jesus tell the disciples they must take as they follow him? (Mark 
10:35). 
 

• While sometimes there are variations in translations of the text, there is consistency 
in this passage with the words “service” and “servant” as the terms Jesus gives to 
the disciples amid their discussion of what it means to follow him. Why do you 
think this word is significant for Jesus as he compares “servants” to the high-
ranking officials of the secular Roman world? 
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• The Preaching Note for October 20 says, “I do not want to entertain the idea that I 
might share some similarities with James and John. None of us wants to admit that 
we, too, might be seeking notoriety and power, especially with such bald ambition. 
Yet, there is something entirely understandable about this episode in our walk with 
Jesus that, despite my resistance, I can’t help but feel for them. And it seems that 
Jesus does too.” 

o Where can we go wrong with ambition? How can we seek to be real servants and 
not be blinded by paths to notoriety and power? 
  

• Jesus says to his disciples about authority and power: “But it is not so among you; 
instead, whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant” (Mark 
10:43).  

o How does being a servant in our church today look to you? How can your church 
seek to serve the community in which you live? What veils of power and prestige 
do you need to release to reach out with the gospel? 
 
Closing Reflection Question 
 
How is this scripture calling you to change, to see, to be or what might it be calling 
you to do? 
 
Prayer (10 minutes). Share prayer requests and respond appropriately.  
  
Sending Forth (2 minutes). After all, have shared, end by praying the following or 
a similar prayer:  
 
Servant God, there are so many ways You have given us new life. By the power of 
the cross, we have received the greatest love and gift we could ever receive. 
Forgive us for all the times we seek power and glory instead of living as faithful 
disciples and servants. May Your Spirit create in us hearts made to serve You and 
those around us. Amen. 
 
And now we pray The Lord’s Prayer…. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


